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Introduction

Dear Parents,
Year 12 students next year will have the possibility of choosing to undertake the highly-regarded IB
Diploma programme or our hugely successful A level curriculum.
However, we are fully aware that the choice of programme, subjects and, therefore, pathway, students
are now being asked to decide on can make this a challenging time for both them and parents as these
choices will potentially give students access to their chosen Universities, degrees and careers.
It is therefore very important that they consider the options available to them and undertake research
into any particular requirements of their chosen degree course and career. To support this, students and
parents have free access to Unifrog online careers and university platform, as well as the school’s
university advisers.

A Levels
If students choose to follow the A level programme, the subjects they choose will either follow the
Cambridge International Examinations syllabus and examinations or the Edexcel syllabus and
examinations. These Examination Boards are equally rigorous in their procedures and expectations and
equally well-viewed by universities.
Edexcel offers two types of courses. The traditional A level courses (AL) are two-year courses with exams
at the end of year 13. The International A level (IAL) courses are similar to the CIE courses that offer AS
exams in Year 12 which contribute 50% to the final mark at the end of year 13, as well as the final exams
at the end of year 13 which contribute the remaining 50%.
The key thing to bear in mind is that not doing the AS level course and examinations will not in any way
prejudice student chances to get a place on the University course of their choice.
All students will continue to study Spanish, and generally sit AS Spanish in Year 12 and A Level Spanish in
Year 13. However, apart from this one compulsory subject, students are free to decide which subjects
they would like to study. Whilst not an A-level, Catalan is compulsory for Spanish nationals and will counts
towards the Bachillerato qualification. Non-Spanish nationals may choose to continue studying Catalan if
they so wish.

The number of subjects students choose to study will be influenced by the country they intend to do their
degree in.
In the UK, even the very best Universities recommend that students only study 4 AS subjects in Year 12,
of which 3 should then be continued to the full A Level in Year 13. Some students choose to study 4 full A
Levels, although this may not give them an advantage when they come to make UK University
applications.
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A Levels and Spanish Universities
The regulations for entrance to the Spanish Universities have recently been altered and now our students
can sit up to two extra Spanish University set exams, which could increase their final notas by a maximum
of four points. These extra points will be necessary for those students who are applying for very
competitive courses in Spanish Universities. The school provides lessons in preparation for these exams
which are delivered after 4.20pm at no extra cost to parents, as we want to support our students in every
way possible as they move onto University.

List of A Level Subjects
-

Art

-

Geography

-

Biology

-

German

-

Business

-

History

-

Chemistry

-

IT

-

Computer Science

-

Maths

-

Drama and Theatre

-

Further Maths

-

Economics

-

Physics

-

English

-

Politics

-

French

-

Psychology

International Baccalaureate Diploma
The IB Diploma Programme offers an alternative to the A level system and is, again, very highly regarded
as a qualification by Universities and employers around the world.
The fundamental difference between A levels and IB DP is that IB requires all students to choose 6 subjects
from a clearly defined series of areas. All students, for example, must study Maths, a Science and a
Language, which is not their native tongue.
Once these 6 subjects have been chosen, students then need to decide whether they will be studying
them at Higher Level or Standard Level. They must choose 3 Higher Level subjects and 3 Standard Level
subjects. Higher Level subjects and the content will be more sophisticated.
All examinations for IB take place at the end of the course in May of Year 13. However, all courses will
also have internally assessed and externally moderated coursework components.
They are also required to follow a core programme that includes TOK (Theory of Knowledge), an extended
essay and CAS (Creative, Action and Service programme).
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Each subject is worth a maximum of 7 points, whether you study at Higher or Standard Level. A student’s
final diploma score is made up of the combined scores for each subject. The diploma is awarded to
students who gain at least 24 points, subject to certain minimum levels of performance—including
successful completion of the 3 elements of the core. The maximum a student can earn is 45 points: 6
courses × 7 points, plus 3 points for the core.
However, University courses will often stipulate the need to have studied certain subjects at Higher Level
in the offers they make to students for specific courses. When choosing their subjects, as with A levels, it
is important that students ensure that their HL subjects match their future aspirations.
IB students will continue to study Catalan where required and they will also have core curriculum classes
as outlined below.

IB and University Recognition
The IB DP focuses on the academic and non-academic knowledge, skills and abilities important for success
in the transition from secondary to tertiary education and is globally recognised by Universities.
Through the IB University Service, Universities have access to all IB grades on the day of the release of
results (beginning of July, after graduation).
Higher education institutions around the world admit students based on their IB credentials, and many
have specific admissions policies and guidelines for IB students. Admissions criteria varies widely across
educational systems. More information on specific countries can be found at
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
IB DP graduates apply to Universities all over the world but the majority of our students will traditionally
apply to Universities in Europe (UK, Netherlands and Spain).
Applications to UK Universities are made through a centralized system (UCAS), and a course search on
UCAS gives the information on requirements for IB DP students (e.g. King’s College London: Business
Management BSc - 35 points overall; three HL subjects at 7,6,6; at least one Humanities or Social Science
subject; plus Mathematics and English language at GCSE grade B (or equivalent)).
Applications to Dutch Universities are mainly made through centralized system (Studielink). However, the
information on requirements for IB DP students can only be found on the webpages of the individual
Universities (e.g. TU Delft: Aerospace Engineering BSc – English HL, Mathematics HL and Physics HL;
University of Amsterdam: Business Administration - 24 points and Mathematics at SL or HL. Mathematical
studies are also accepted with a minimum of 5 points). Please note that admissions criteria get reviewed
annually.
The regulations for entrance to the Spanish Universities have recently been altered and now our students
can sit up to two extra UNED exams, or convalidate 2 of their IB grades (from subjects required by the
Universities) which will increase their final ‘university entrance grade’ by a maximum of four points. These
extra points will be necessary for those students who are applying for very competitive courses in Spanish
Universities. The school provides lessons in preparation for these exams which are delivered after 4.20pm
at no extra cost to parents, as we want to support our students in every way possible as they move onto
University.
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List of IB Subjects
•

Spanish A, B SL/HL

•

Physics SL/HL

•

English A and B SL/HL

•

Computer Science SL/HL

•

Spanish ab initio SL

•

Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences

•

French B

•

Mathematics: analysis and approaches

•

Business and management SL/HL

SL/HL

•

Geography SL/HL

•

Psychology SL/HL

interpretation SL/HL

•

History SL/HL

•

Biology SL/HL

•

Visual Arts SL/HL

•

Chemistry SL/HL

•

Mathematics:

SL/HL

applications

and

The Core Curriculum for A Levels and IB
Unlike the GCSE programme in Years 10 and 11, there are no specific subjects which all students must
study for A levels and IB. Instead, Option choices are made from the pre-ordained blocks. These are
printed on the Option Choice sheets, which you will need to fill in and return to your tutor. However, both
A Level and IB Diploma students will be following a shared joint curriculum in the following areas:
•
•

Extended Project – an in-depth written exploration of a question of choice
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) – a programme of study encouraging student engagement with
the local Community service and experiential learning

Independent Study Periods
Another key difference for students in their final two years of school is that they will have certain periods
on their timetable for independent study. The new Pre-University Centre will provide an ideal
environment for students to make the most of this time by going back through notes, doing homework or
seeing teachers about academic concerns and advice.

How to Decide Which Courses to Study
It can be difficult for the students to decide which subjects they would like to study at A level or IB
Diploma. Obviously, some University degrees and careers require specific school qualifications. For
example, Medicine will require at least 2 science courses and Maths at A Level. Engineering really looks
for both Maths and Physics. With the IB Diploma, Business at University will require Business at HL and
Maths SL. Psychology will require Psychology at HL. Any kind of Engineering really looks for both Maths
and Physics at HL. Therefore, we recommend that students carry out some independent research using
the following sources as a starting point, to guide them:

•

www.unifrog.org - This is the complete destinations platform with free access to our students
and their parents. It is the only place where students can compare every university course in the
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UK as well as in 29 other countries across the world. This is alongside getting information and
advice on careers and subjects for all routes.

•

•

•

www.ucas.com - This is the official website for the UK university applications. By following the
links from Course Search, it gives the students information about which A Levels / IB subjects
they should study. They can also do the Stamford test online, which will give them some personal
feedback as to suitable options for them.
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/advice/planning/jobfamily/Pages/default.aspx –
This website has a great deal of very useful information relating to careers options and the
qualifications which are needed. Follow the links from the student page to resources and then
career families to a whole range of fact sheets which will give students detailed information.
More specifically, for IB we recommend that students carry out some independent research
using the www.ibo.org and the following guides which are published by the IBO and are
available online:
o Guide for IB students applying to UK institutions –
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognitio
n---international-student-guide-uk--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf
o Guide for IB students applying to US institutions –
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognitio
n---international-student-guide-us--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf
o Guide for IB students applying to Australian institutions –
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognitio
n---international-student-guide-aus--march2016---eng.pdf.pdf
o Guide for IB students applying to Canadian institutions –
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/recognitio
n---international-student-guide-ca--march2016---eng.pdf

More advice on choosing University career – http://blogs.ibo.org/blog/2016/08/31/guide-to-universitysuccess/
•
•

•

•

•

School’s university advisers – Ms. Fernández and Ms. Burns are available in pre-University
Centre to offer information, advice and guidance on university pathways.
Specific University and course web sites – If the students know where they want to study, they
can research which are the preferred A Levels/IBDP Subjects and this will identify the courses
they need to select.
Subject teachers – They will be able to give honest and realistic advice about whether a student
is suited to a particular A Level course. This can help narrow the choices which have to be made,
or offer opportunities which had not been considered previously.
Existing students - They will be able to explain what the course is really like, which areas they
have enjoyed and why. This will help students to decide if they really are suited to the courses
they thought they wanted to study.
Parents will be able to give sound advice as to any particular strengths that they think their
children have. This may help guide students to a final decision.

Many university courses and careers do not require particular GCSEs or A Levels / IBDP subjects and that
can make the choice even more difficult for the students. In that case, it is usually a good idea for students
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to choose the subjects which they enjoy the most and in which they tend to achieve the highest grades.
If they enjoy their subjects, they are more likely to perform well under exam conditions.
We also encourage students to take the A Level exams in any other languages which they are fluent in or
which they are studying outside school. Obviously, no school curriculum time is given over to these
subjects, but, generally, the exams can be taken in school, although the grades are not used for reporting
purposes.
It is important to remember that at in Years 12 and 13, whichever subjects students decide to study, they
will have to ensure that they work consistently. Attendance and punctuality become even more
important, as students will have a poor chance of success if they have missed large areas of the syllabus
content. It becomes increasingly difficult to catch up on work which has been missed, as the pace of study
is quite fast and accelerates as the course progresses.

Important information
In order to successfully complete Year 11 and meet the requirements needed for the validation of the
certificate of Secondary Education (ESO), students must:
-

Pass a minimum of 4 subjects of (I)GCSE with qualifications between A* and C (or 9-4)
Obtain a minimum grade of 5 (five) in the subjects Spanish, Catalan and Sociales in Years 8, 9, 10
and 11.

To convalidate the Bachillerato courses, students must get:
-

5 subjects of (I)GCSE, 2 of which must be Maths, English or Science, with grades between A* and
C (or 9-4)
2 subjects of Advanced Level (AL or IAL)
A minimum grade of five (5) in Spanish and Catalan

*In order to be allowed to start Year 12, whether doing A levels or IB, students need to have a minimum
of 5 (I)GCSE passes at A*-C level in any subjects. If students have less than 5 A*-C passes, they will not be
able to access Year 12.

The Stages in A Level and IBDP Choices at The British School of Barcelona.
Having read this booklet, attended the information briefing and spoken to all of their subject teachers,
students will need to fill in the form which accompanies this booklet and return it to their form tutors.
This is just a first stage in the data collection and not a firm commitment to study a particular course at A
Level or IBDP.
With this information, we can start to put together a timetable for the coming year.
However, we are very aware that this is not an easy set of decisions to make and there is still some room
for change if students feel they have made incorrect choices of subject. The school will also review student
choices and contact families if we feel a student should pursue a different subject.
The rest of this booklet contains specific information from subject teachers about the content and
structure of the A Level and IB Diploma courses in their subject. Students should read the information
carefully and then carry out the research we have suggested to help them make their decision.
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Just a last reminder that students must fill in the Option form, which accompanies this booklet and return
it to their form tutors. In the meantime, if students need extra help then they should feel free to make an
appointment to see Mr Petrie, Mr Richardson, Ms Kovac, Ms Baines, Mrs Burns, Ms Gravelines, Ms
Fernández, Ms Burns and/or either the relevant Head of Subject or subject teacher.
Kind regards,

James Petrie

Jake Richardson

Maria Kovac

Head of Secondary and Pre-U

Director of Pre-University Programme

IB Diploma Co-ordinator
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A Level Subjects
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Art & Design (Fine Art)

This Art and Design syllabus is designed as a gateway for candidates who wish to take Art and Design
courses at degree level only.
It should not be taken unless candidates have completed a GCSE in Art and Design.
The course runs over two years as a standalone full A level. But there is an AS option for candidates with
special circumstances. Access to the AS is at the Art departments discretion.
The course has 3 components. They are:
•
•
•

Personal Project (candidates own coursework project)
Related Studies Dissertation (essay related to own coursework project)
Externally set Examination

Below the course is presented in more depth.
A Level

Format

Unit 1

Personal Project

Unit 1.2

Related Studies
Dissertation

Unit 2

Externally Set
examination

Description
A personal project that is made up of 4 separate elements• Art appreciation. Critical understanding and evaluation of
relevant pieces of artists artwork.
• Observational drawings and paintings. Written
observations and evaluations of own research.
• Developmental work. Experimentations with visual
language and media as a means to design a relevant final
piece of artwork.
• Final piece. The culmination of the unit of work
• Minimum 1000 words, maximum 3500 of continuous pros
supporting personal projects unit of work. Including
colour images and illustrations. Comparing and
contrasting at least three relevant pieces of artwork and
explaining how these pieces have influenced the direction
of the personal project.
The external set examination is issued by the board at the end of
January. As in the personal project candidates have to complete
work in the same four areas: Art appreciation, observation,
development and final piece. Candidates have 10 weeks of
preparation in the first 3 areas and then 15 hours, under exam
conditions, to complete a final piece.

Weight

40%

20%

40%

The workload and simple time constraints of the art course are such that it is advised that only students
with a true artistic calling for the subject should take it at this level.
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A and AS levels

Biology

AIMS
These are not listed in order of priority.
Many of these Aims are reflected in the Assessment Objectives which follow; others are not readily
assessed.
The syllabus aims are to:
1. Provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical biological science, a worthwhile
educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study science beyond this level and,
in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to
1.1 Become confident citizens in a technological world, able to take or develop an informed
interest in matters of scientific import;
1.2 Recognise the usefulness, and limitations, of scientific method and to appreciate its
applicability in other disciplines and in everyday life;
1.3 be suitably prepared for employment and/or further studies beyond A level.
2. develop abilities and skills that
2.1 are relevant to the study and practice of biological science;
2.2 are useful in everyday life;
2.3 encourage efficient and safe practice;
2.4 encourage the presentation of information and ideas appropriate for different audiences
and purposes;
2.5 develop self-motivation and the ability to work in a sustained fashion.
3. develop attitudes relevant to biological science such as: accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity,
the skills of enquiry, initiative and inventiveness
4. stimulate interest in, and care for, the local and global environment, and understand the need for
conservation.
5. promote an awareness that:
5.1 the study and practice of Biology are subject to social, economic, technological, ethical and
cultural influences and limitations;
5.2 the implications of biological science may be both beneficial and detrimental to the
individual,the community and the environment.
5.3 the use of information technology is important for communication, as an aid toexperiments
and as a tool for interpretation of experimental and theoretical results.
6. stimulate students, create and sustain their interest in Biology so that the study of the subject is
enjoyable and satisfying.

Content
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The course extends some of the topics studied at IGCSE level to a higher level and introduces some new
areas.
At AS level the topics include: Cell structure, biological molecules, enzymes, nuclear division, protein
synthesis, the circulatory system, the lungs and gas exchange, infectious disease, immunity and ecology.
At A level the topics include: Energy and respiration, photosynthesis, the kidneys and excretion, the
nervous system, the genetics of inheritance, natural selection and evolution.

Assessment Structure
At AS there are three exam papers
Paper

Question type and Exam length

AS Weighting

Paper 1

1 hour of multiple choice questions

31% of marks

Paper 2

1 hour of structured questions

46% of marks

Paper 3

2 hour practical

23% of marks

At A2 there are two more papers
Paper

Question Type and Exam length

Weighting

Paper 4

1hours 45 minutes of structured questions

38.5%

Paper 5

1hour 15 minute Paper on Planning, Evaluation and Analysis of
data

11.5%

The remaining 50% of the final grade depends on the AS performance

Demands on the student
•

To be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific concepts and theories
using scientific vocabulary.

•

To be able to handle data in the form of tables and graphs, describe trends in the data and carry
out mathematical operations and statistical tests on the data.

•

To plan and carry out a detailed investigation in the laboratory.

•

The course is much more quantitative than at IGCSE level, so students will need to be capable of
accurate and rapid calculations using large and small numbers.

•

Their experimental skills will be examined in a two-hour practical exam at the AS level.

•

There are few questions than require long written answers, but clear, precise and well-directed
answers in good English are needed for full marks.

•

Students who have gained high grades in the extended paper at IGCSE Biology should be able to
make good progress in the course.

•

It is important to have a genuine interest in this subject area.

Career opportunities
The biological sciences relate to many career choices such as: medicine, veterinary studies, nursing,
zoology, botany, marine biology, molecular biology, biochemistry, biotechnology, psychology,
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microbiology, dietetics, genetics, anthropology, pharmacy, environmental studies, the food industry……
to name but a few.
It is also a valuable educational course for the general mental and practical skills it aims to develop,
allowing people to build their careers on the basis of these skills rather than the specific subject
knowledge.

We look forward to teaching you.

Ms. Mulhall and Mr. Bower
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Business Studies
Business is important. Business can make the world a better place for everyone by creating wealth and
well-being, prosperity, jobs and choices. Studying Business at IGCE Advanced Level can provide students
with a sound base of the key areas of business and allow them to apply this knowledge to a variety of
businesses, which vary in size, industry and markets. The course relies heavily on critical thinking skills and
the process of evaluation needed to come to a business decision. Furthermore, the students who study
this subject will learn how to select and apply appropriate tools and concepts to unique business situations
in order to draw well-argued conclusions and recommendations for related strategies.

Key areas of study are:

Core topics year 12

Extension topics year 13

All candidates study these topics:

A Level candidates also study additional topics
in:

Marketing and
people

• Meeting customer needs
• The market
• Marketing mix and strategy
• Managing people
• Entrepreneurs and leaders

Managing
business
activities

• Planning a business and raising finance
• Financial planning
• Managing finance
• Resource management
• External influences

Business
decisions and
strategy

• Business objectives and strategy
• Business growth
• Decision-making techniques
• Influences on business decisions
• Assessing competitiveness
• Managing change

Global business

• Globalisation
• Global markets and business expansion
• Global marketing
• Global industries and companies
(multinational corporations)

Students are expected to be involved in a number of classroom activities which help them demonstrate
the assessment objectives of knowledge, application, analysis and evaluation. This would include:
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•

Group/paired work

•

Debates

•

Presentations

•

Essay writing

•

Creating posters/leaflets

•

Report writing

The four assessment objectives in Business Studies are:
A Knowledge and Understanding
B Application
C Analysis
D Evaluation
Students will be assessed by these objectives throughout the course it will be integrated throughout the
exams.

Assessment Structure
The types of paper and weightings are shown in the table below:

❑ Papers 1 and 2 are taken in Year 12 and make up the AS qualification.
❑ Papers 3 and 4 are taken in Year 13 and the result is combined with the AS results to give the
overall A level result.
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Although much of the subject content is similar to IGCSE, in IGCE AS/A Level the depth of knowledge is
expected to be greater and there is more focus on the higher order skills of analysis and evaluation. No
previous study of the subject is assumed by the IGCE syllabus therefore students do not need to have
studied Business at IGCSE level if they wish to study it at AS/A Level.

*PLEASE NOTE THAT STUDENTS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STUDY BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS AT A LEVEL.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Chemistry
Aims
These are not listed in order of priority.
Many of these Aims are reflected in the Assessment Objectives which follow; others are not readily
assessed.
1 provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical chemistry, a worthwhile
educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study science beyond this level and,
in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to
1.1 become confident citizens in a technological world, able to take or develop an informed
interest in matters of scientific import;
1.2 recognise the usefulness, and limitations, of scientific method and to appreciate its
applicability in other disciplines and in everyday life;
1.3 be suitably prepared for employment and/or further studies beyond A level.
2 develop abilities and skills that
2.1 are relevant to the study and practice of science;
2.2 are useful in everyday life;
2.3 encourage efficient and safe practice;
2.4 encourage the presentation of information and ideas appropriate for different audiences and
purposes;
2.5 develop self-motivation and the ability to work in a sustained fashion.
3 develop attitudes relevant to science such as, accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity enquiry,
initiative, insight.
4 stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment.
5 promote an awareness that:
5.1 the study and practice of science are co-operative and cumulative activities, and are subject
to social, economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations;
5.2 the applications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental to the individual, the
community and the environment.
5.3 the use of information technology is important for communication, as an aid to experiments
and as a tool for interpretation of experimental and theoretical results.
6 stimulate students, create and sustain their interest in Chemistry, and understand its relevance to
society.

Content
The course extends some of the topics studied at IGCSE level to higher level, and introduces some new
areas.
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The topics include:
Atomic Structure and Bonding
States of Matter, Energy and Rates of reaction
Equilibrium
Electrochemistry
The periodic table, especially the transition metals, Groups II, IV & VII
A large amount of organic chemistry including aromatic compounds, alcohols, acids,
aldehydes and ketones
Modern analytical methods such as spectroscopy and electrophoresis

Assessment Structure
At AS there are three exam papers in Year 12

Paper

Question Type /Exam Length

Weighting

Paper 1

1 hour of multiple choice questions

31%

Paper 2

1 hour of structured questions

46%

Paper 3

2 hour practical

23%

At A2 there are two more papers in Year 13

Paper

Question Type /Exam Length

Weighting

Paper 4

1 hour 45 minutes Structured questions

38.5%

Paper 5

1hour 15 minute Paper on Planning, Evaluation
and Analysis of data

11.5%

The remaining 50% of the final grade depends on the AS performance

The course is much more quantitative than at IGCSE level, so students will need to be capable of accurate
and rapid calculations using large and small numbers. Their experimental skills will be examined in a twohour practical exam at AS level. There are few questions than require long written answers, but clear,
brief and directed answers in good English are needed for good marks. Students who have gained grade
B or above in the extended paper at IGCSE Chemistry should be able to make good progress in the course.

Career opportunities
In addition to chemistry and related subjects like biochemistry and geochemistry, the subject relates to
many areas such as medical and veterinary careers, certain areas of engineering, pharmacy,
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environmental studies, monitoring of quality and safety, forensic science, the petrochemical and
agricultural industries, food processing as well as the dye and textile industries.
It is also a valuable educational course for the general mental and practical skills it aims to develop and
some people build their careers on the basis of these skills rather than the specific subject knowledge.
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General Certificate of Education (International)
Advanced Level and Advanced Subsidiary Level

Computer Science (9618)

The Aims
Cambridge International AS Level and A Level Computer Science are accepted by universities and
employers as proof of essential knowledge and ability.
It is envisaged that learners will use the skills and knowledge of computer science acquired through this
course in order to:
•

•

•

provide a general understanding and perspective of the development of computer
technology and systems, which will inform their decisions and support their participation in an
increasingly technologically dependent society
provide the necessary skills and knowledge to seek employment in areas that use computer
science
develop their knowledge and understanding of computer science through entry to higher
education, where this qualification will provide a useful foundation for further study of computer
science or more specialist aspects of computer science.

Content
Candidates for Cambridge International AS Computer Science study the following topics:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Information representation
Communication and Internet technologies
Hardware
Processor fundamentals
System software
Security, privacy and data integrity
Ethics and ownership
Databases
Algorithm design and problem-solving
Data types and structure
Programming
Software development

Candidates for Cambridge International A Level Computer Science study the topics above and the
following topics:
1.
2.

Data representation
Communication and Internet technologies
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Hardware and virtual machines
System software
Security
Artificial Intelligence
Computational thinking and problem-solving
Further programming

Assessment
For Cambridge International AS and A Level Computer Science, candidates:
•
•

•

take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS Level qualification), or
follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for Cambridge International AS Level
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for Cambridge International A Level
qualification) in a later series, or
take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge
International A Level.

Scheme of assessment and weighting of papers
Weighting
Component
As Level
Paper 1 Theory Fundamentals
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions on
sections 1 to 8 of the syllabus. There is no choice of questions.
75 marks
Externally assessed
1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 2 Fundamental Problem-solving and Programming Skills
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions on
sections 9 to 12 of the syllabus. There is no choice of questions.
75 marks
Externally assessed
2 hours
Paper 3 Advanced Theory
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions on
sections 13 to 20 of the syllabus. There is no choice of questions.
75 marks
Externally assessed
1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 4 Practical

A Level

50%

25%

50%

25%

-

25%

-

25%
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This practical exam will assess sections 19 and 20 of the syllabus.
Program code and testing is submitted as evidence. Programs can be
written in Java, VB.NET or Python.
75 marks
Externally assessed
2 hours

Why choose Computer Science?
You're living in it – this is the Digital Age! Computer programs have infiltrated every aspect of our lives.
Computer scientists theorise, design, develop, and apply the software and hardware for the programs we
use day in day out.
Learn what problems are solvable by computers. Develop abstractions and algorithms to decompose a
problem into smaller pieces, solve those pieces individually and combine the results to form a total
solution. Learn how to describe a solution to a problem so precisely that a stupid computer, with no
common sense can execute it.
In addition to this, technology has a major role in almost every job. By selecting a Computing course, you
will impress employers with your advanced technical abilities, innovative thinking and creativity which
will result in making you a hot prospect to recruit. This will also increase your earning power.
Will I enjoy Computer Science?
YES - if you would like to:
•
•
•
•
•

develop computational thinking
develop an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using computers
develop an understanding that every computer system is made up of subsystems, which in turn
consist of further subsystems
develop an understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they
interrelate, including software, data, hardware, communications and people
acquire the skills necessary to apply this understanding to develop computer-based solutions to
problems

What do I need?
GCSE Maths at grade 6 or above is essential. It is essential that you have reasonable prior knowledge of
Computing, and some programming experience.
What university courses and careers the students might proceed into with this qualification?
It gives students a wide choice of progression options into further study, training, or relevant employment.
Students who successfully complete the qualification will be well equipped to move onto degrees and
careers in related subjects such as Computer Science, ICT, Information Systems, Multimedia, Software
Engineering, Computer Networking, e-Business and Information Management.
Possible computer science related careers include: Database administrator, Games developer,
Information systems manager, IT consultant, Multimedia programmer, Systems analyst, Systems
developer, Web designer, Web developer, IT sales professional, IT trainer, Network engineer and
Secondary school teacher.
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Advanced Level

Drama and Theatre

* STUDENTS IN THIS SUBJECT WILL NOT SIT THE AS EXAMS AT THE END OF YEAR 12
Content and assessment overview
The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Drama and Theatre consists of two coursework components
and one externally examined paper.
Qualification aims and objectives
● Develop and apply an informed, analytical framework for making, performing, interpreting and
understanding drama and theatre
● Understand the place of relevant theoretical research in informing the processes and practices involved
in creating theatre and the place of practical exploration in informing theoretical knowledge of drama and
theatre
● Develop an understanding and appreciation of how the social, cultural and historical
contexts of performance texts have influenced the development of drama and theatre
● Understand the practices used in 21st-century theatre making
● Experience a range of opportunities to create theatre, both published text-based and
devised work
● Participate as a theatre maker and as an audience member in live theatre
● Understand and experience the collaborative relationship between various roles within theatre
● Develop and demonstrate a range of theatre-making skills
● Develop the creativity and independence to become effective theatre makers
● Adopt safe working practices as a theatre maker
● Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others.

Core skills
The core skills being developed in this qualification are:
● The ability to recognise and understand the interrelationship between performer, designer and director
● The understanding that texts and extracts studied may represent a range of social, historical and cultural
contexts
● The ability to analyse and evaluate their work and the work of others
● The ability to understand how performance texts can be interpreted and performed.
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Course Content:

Component 1: Devising
Coursework - 40% of the qualification
Content overview:
● Devise an original performance piece.
● Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.
● Centre choice of text and practitioner.
● Performer or designer routes available.

Component 2: Text in Performance
Coursework - 20% of the qualification
Content overview:
● A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text.
● A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract from a
different performance text.
● Centre choice of performance texts

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (*Paper Code: 9DR0/03)
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
40% of the qualification
Content overview:
● Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance.
● Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text – focusing on how this can be
realised for performance.
● Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance text, in light of a
chosen theatre practitioner – focusing on how this text could be reimagined for a contemporary
audience.
● Centre choice of 15 performance texts
● Choice of eight practitioners.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Economics

The subject of Economics covers a range of basic economic ideas, including an introduction to the price
system and government intervention, international trade and exchange rates, the measurement and
causes of employment and inflation, the impact of macroeconomic policy, the theory of the firm, market
failure and economic growth and development. Through the Cambridge International AS and A Level
Economics syllabus, learners study how to explain and analyse economic issues and arguments, evaluate
economic information, and organise, present and communicate ideas and judgements clearly.

The AS & A Level syllabus content is divided into five topic areas:
1 Basic economic ideas and resource allocation
2 The price system and the micro economy
3 Government microeconomic intervention
4 The macro economy
5 Government macroeconomic intervention

Students are expected to be involved in a number of classroom activities which help them demonstrate
the assessment objectives of knowledge, application, analysis and evaluation. This would include:
•

Group/paired work

•

Debates

•

Presentations

•

Essay writing

•

News analysis

•

Report writing

The four assessment objectives in Economics are:
A Knowledge and Understanding
B Application
C Analysis
D Evaluation
Students will be assessed by these objectives throughout the course.
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Assessment Structure
Papers 1 and 2 are taken in Year 12 and make up the AS qualification. Papers 3 and 4 are taken in Year 13.

Component

Weighting AS
Level

Weighting A
Level

40%

20%

Section A: one data response question (20 marks).

30%

15%

Section B: one structured essay from a choice of three (20 marks).

30%

15%

Paper 1: Multiple Choice

1 hour

30 multiple choice questions based on the AS syllabus content.
30 marks.
Paper 2: Data Response and Essay

1 hour 30 minutes

40 marks
Paper 3: Multiple Choice

1 hour 15 minutes

30 multiple choice questions based on the A syllabus content.

15%

30 marks.
Paper 4 Data Response and Essays 2 hours 15 minutes
Section A: one data response question (20 marks).

10%

Section B: two essays from a choice of six (50 marks).

25%

Based on the A Level syllabus content
70 marks

No previous study of the subject is assumed by the IGCE syllabus therefore students do not need to have
studied Economics or Business at IGCSE level if they wish to study it at AS/A Level.
Mathematics at AS/A Level is strongly recommended.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

English Literature

Course Aims (to enable students)
•

To respond to a range of texts sensitively.

•

To understand the ways in which writer’s choices of form, structure and language shape
meanings.

•

To enable students to produce informed, independent opinions and judgements on literary texts.

•

To communicate clearly the knowledge, understanding and insight appropriate to literary
studies.

AS Course Content

Exam/unit

AS weighting

Paper 3

Poetry and Prose

2 hour exam

50%

Paper 4

Drama

2 hour exam

50%

A2 Course Content

Exam/unit

A2 weighting

Paper 5

Shakespeare and
other pre-20th
Century authors

2 hour exam

25%

Paper 6

20th Century
Writing

2 hour exam

25%

The remaining 50% of the final grade depends on the AS performance

Successful Literature students often opt for courses at university level that include the following fields:
Law, Media, Journalism, Publishing, Teaching, Public Relations and Advertising.
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Cambridge Advanced English (CAE)
Non-native English speakers are given the opportunity to take the Cambridge Advanced Examination in
December of Y13.
Classes to prepare for this examination are offered once a week during Y12 and the Autumn term of Y13.
This qualification is recognized throughout the world and demonstrates a high level of English, which
Universities also welcome.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

French

*STUDENTS IN THIS SUBJECT WILL SIT THE AS EXAMS AT THE END OF YEAR 12

IAS French
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to develop:
• an understanding of a wide variety of complex texts for different purposes
• an understanding of standard spoken language, whether live or broadcast, on both unfamiliar and
familiar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational contexts
• the ability to write clear, well-structured texts using an appropriate style, highlighting relevant salient
issues, providing points of view with supporting arguments (where relevant) and showing controlled use
of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices
• the ability to express themselves fluently, spontaneously and appropriately in a range of speaking
contexts with little obvious searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies
• the skills necessary for further study or employment, either in French-speaking countries or where
French is used as the main medium of communication for business and commerce
• an understanding of the nature of language in different cultural contexts in order to build up
competence in communication.
IAS knowledge and understanding
The International Advanced Subsidiary specification requires students to:
• read and respond to a variety of French-language written texts, including authentic sources, covering
different contexts, registers, styles and genres
• adapt their written French language appropriately for different situations and purposes
• use the French language accurately to express facts and ideas, and to present explanations, opinions
and information in writing and speech
• understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures of the French language as
detailed in French unit content: Grammar list.

IA2 knowledge and understanding
The International Advanced Level specification additionally requires students to:
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• use the French language to present viewpoints, develop arguments, analyse and evaluate in writing and
speech
• understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures in French as detailed in French
unit content: Grammar list
• study aspects of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the
French-language countries or communities.

IAS/IA2 skills
The knowledge and understanding requirements of this International Advanced Subsidiary and
International Advanced Level specification are inextricably linked to the four language skills of speaking,
listening, reading and writing in French in line with the requirements of the subject criteria.

IAS Unit 1: Spoken Expression and
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WFR01/01
30.8% of the total
IAS raw marks

15.4% of the total IAL raw marks

Content summary
This unit rewards students for their ability to converse in French on a general topic area (GTA) that they
have chosen in advance. Students will need to demonstrate that they can engage in a discussion in
French that relates to a chosen GTA and allied subtopics. Students will be expected to give relevant
and appropriate information, convey opinions, interact and respond to a range of questions.
They must choose two of the following GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment.
Students will then be examined on one of their two chosen GTAs, which they will be informed of on
the day of the examination.
Assessment
8–10 minutes assessment in two sections that total 40 marks, with 15 minutes preparation time.
Section A requires students to respond to four Pearson-set questions on a stimulus related to the
student’s chosen GTA.
Section B requires the teacher/examiner to engage the student in a discussion that, although still
relating to the same GTA and its linked subtopics, moves away from the main focus of the stimulus.
Centres must record the full assessment of all students and submit the recording.
IAS Unit 2: Understanding and Written
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WFR02/01
69.2% of the total IAS
raw marks

34.6% of the total IAL
raw marks

30

Content summary
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of French language texts and
recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to manipulate
the French language in continuous writing.
Students will be expected to recognise and use the French language in a variety of contexts and in
relation to a prescribed range of general topic areas.
The unit draws upon four GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment.
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes paper in three sections that total 90 marks.
Section A requires students to listen to a range of authentic recorded French-language material and to
retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a range of French-language
questions.
Section B requires students to read authentic French-language printed materials and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly French-language test types.
Section C requires students to write an email or article of a recommended length of 240–280 words in
French based on a short printed French-language stimulus.

IA2 Unit 3: Understanding and Spoken Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WFR03/01
30.8% of the total 30.8% of the total IA2
IA2 raw marks
raw marks

Content summary
This unit requires students to demonstrate the effectiveness of their French-language skills by
presenting and taking a clear stance on any issue of their choice. They will be expected to interact
effectively with the teacher/examiner, defend their views and sustain discussion as the
teacher/examiner moves the conversation away from their chosen issue. They will be expected to use
the language of debate and argument to discuss the issue and will also be assessed for understanding
as well as communication and quality of spoken language.
Assessment
11-13 minutes assessment. The assessment for this unit has two sections that total 40 marks. Students
will first need to outline their chosen issue for about one minute, adopting a definite stance towards
the issue. They should then defend and justify their opinions for up to four minutes. The
teacher/examiner will then initiate a spontaneous discussion in which a minimum of two further
unpredictable areas of discussion will be covered. These issues may or may not relate to the chosen
issue but will not require specialised factual knowledge and may not relate to French-language culture.

IA2 Unit 4: Research, Understanding and Written
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WFR04/01
69.2% of the total
IA2 raw marks

34.6% of the total IAL
raw marks
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Content summary
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of French language texts and
recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to manipulate
the French language in continuous writing. Students will be expected to recognise and use the French
language in a variety of contexts and in relation to a prescribed range of general topic areas.
The unit draws upon several GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment
• Technology in the French-speaking world
• Society in the French-speaking world
• Ethics in the French-speaking world.
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes paper in three sections that total 90 marks.
Section A requires students to listen to a range of authentic recorded French-language material and to
retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a range of French-language
questions.
Section B requires students to read authentic French-language printed materials and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly French-language test types.
Section C requires students to answer one question, in French, that relates to a topic or a text chosen
from a list (set topics, texts and films). A choice of two questions will be offered for each of the
prescribed topics and texts. Students should write 300–400 words. The assessment rewards students
for communicating relevant information effectively as well as for the quality of the French language
produced.
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A Level

Geography

1.

Summary of Course Contents

The Edexcel Geography course provides an issue-based approach to the subject, extending learning from
GCSE level towards undergraduate level. The course is designed to develop a holistic approach to
geography, linking the traditional elements of human geography and physical geography together through
the synoptic Paper 3.

2. Skills required
Students would be expected to have a 5 or above in GCSE Geography. Pupils who have not done the GCSE
course or achieved below a 5 can also be considered providing they have a good set of GCSE grades in
other subjects and can show their commitment to study the subject.

3. Demands on the students
Students would be expected to carry out 3 hours of private study a week and would be encouraged to
read around the subject and keep up to date with the news in order to develop an awareness of current
issues and events related to Geography.
4. Possible Career Opportunities
Geographers are some of the most employable graduates because of the wide variety of skills the subject
equips students with. Some of those skills include problem solving, decision making, analysis and interpret
alongside group work and oral and written communication.
Geographers get jobs in areas such as business and finance, management and administration, teaching
and social services, environmental management, leisure and tourism, scientific services and information
services. Additionally, new roles are increasingly available through sectors such as corporate social
responsibility through to environmental engineering.
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The Course Structure
Students will sit all exams at the end of Year 13 and non-examined assessments will begin in Year 12.
Content Overview

Assessment

Paper 1

● Tectonic Processes and Hazards
● Landscape Systems, Processes and Change – choose
one from two: 2A: Glaciated Landscapes and Change
or 2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change
● The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
● The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

Written examination: 2 hours and
15 minutes
30% of the qualification
105 marks

Paper 2

● Globalisation
● Shaping Places - choose one from two: 4A
Regenerating Places or 4B Diverse Places
● Superpowers
● Global Development and Connections –choose one
from two: 8A Health, Human Rights and Intervention
or 8B Migration, Identity and Sovereignty

Written examination: 2 hours and
15 minutes
30% of the qualification
105 marks

Paper 3

The specification contains three synoptic themes
within the compulsory1 content areas:
● Players
● Attitudes and actions
● Futures and uncertainties.

Written examination: 2 hours and
15 minutes
20% of the qualification
70 marks

The synoptic investigation will be based on a
geographical issue within a place-based context that
links to the three synoptic themes and is rooted in two
or more of the compulsory content areas.

NonExamined
Assessment

The student defines a question or issue for
investigation, relating to the compulsory or optional
content. The topic may relate to any aspect of
geography contained within the specification
● The student’s investigation will incorporate fieldwork
data (collected individually or as part of a group) and
own research and/or secondary data
● The fieldwork, which forms the focus and context of
the individual investigation, may be either human,
physical or integrated physical-human
● The investigation report will evidence independent
analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of data
findings and extended writing
● Students will be expected to show evidence that they
have used both quantitative and qualitative data to
support their independent investigation as appropriate
to the particular environment and/or location.

Non-examined assessment
20% of the qualification
70 marks
The investigation report is internally
assessed and externally moderated.
The student will produce a written
report of 3000–4000 words.

International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level
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German

*STUDENTS IN THIS SUBJECT WILL SIT THE AS EXAMS AT THE END OF YEAR 12

IAS German
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to develop:
• an understanding of a wide variety of complex texts for different purposes
• an understanding of standard spoken language, whether live or broadcast, on both unfamiliar and
familiar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational contexts
• the ability to write clear, well-structured texts using an appropriate style, highlighting relevant salient
issues, providing points of view with supporting arguments (where relevant) and showing controlled use
of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices
• the ability to express themselves fluently, spontaneously and appropriately in a range of speaking
contexts with little obvious searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies
• the skills necessary for further study or employment, either in German-speaking countries or where
German is used as the main medium of communication for business and commerce
• an understanding of the nature of language in different cultural contexts in order to build up
competence in communication.
IAS knowledge and understanding
The International Advanced Subsidiary specification requires students to:
• read and respond to a variety of German-language written texts, including authentic sources, covering
different contexts, registers, styles and genres
• adapt their written German language appropriately for different situations and purposes
• use the German language accurately to express facts and ideas, and to present explanations, opinions
and information in writing and speech
• understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures of the German language as
detailed in German unit content: Grammar list.
IA2 knowledge and understanding
The International Advanced Level specification additionally requires students to:
• use the German language to present viewpoints, develop arguments, analyse and evaluate in writing
and speech
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• understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures in German as detailed in
German unit content: Grammar list
• study aspects of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the
German-language countries or communities.

IAS/IA2 skills
The knowledge and understanding requirements of this International Advanced Subsidiary and
International Advanced Level specification are inextricably linked to the four language skills of speaking,
listening, reading and writing in German in line with the requirements of the subject criteria.

IAS Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code XGN01/01
30.8% of the total IAS
raw marks

15.4% of the total IAL
raw marks

Content summary
This unit rewards students for their ability to converse in German on a general topic area (GTA) that
they have chosen in advance. Students will need to demonstrate that they can engage in a discussion
in German that relates to a chosen GTA and allied subtopics. Students will be expected to give relevant
and appropriate information, convey opinions, interact and respond to a range of questions.
They must choose two of the following GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment.
Students will then be examined on one of their two chosen GTAs, which they will be informed of on
the day of the examination.
Assessment
8–10 minutes assessment in two sections that total 40 marks, with 15 minutes preparation time.
Section A requires students to respond to four Pearson-set questions on a stimulus related to the
student’s chosen GTA.
Section B requires the teacher/examiner to engage the student in a discussion that, although still
relating to the same GTA and its linked subtopics, moves away from the main focus of the stimulus.
Centres must record the full assessment of all students and submit the recording.

IAS Unit 2: Understanding and Written
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code XGN02/01
69.2% of the total IAS
raw marks

34.6% of the total IAL
raw marks
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Content summary
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of German language texts
and recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to
manipulate the German language in continuous writing.
Students will be expected to recognise and use the German language in a variety of contexts and in
relation to a prescribed range of general topic areas.
The unit draws upon four GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment.
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes paper in three sections that total 90 marks.
Section A requires students to listen to a range of authentic recorded German-language material and
to retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a range of German-language
questions.
Section B requires students to read authentic German-language printed materials and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly German -language test types.
Section C requires students to write an email or article of a recommended length of 240–280 words in
German based on a short-printed German-language stimulus.

IA2 Unit 3: Understanding and Spoken Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code YGN03/01
30.8% of the total 30.8% of the total IA2
IA2 raw marks
raw marks

Content summary
This unit requires students to demonstrate the effectiveness of their German-language skills by
presenting and taking a clear stance on any issue of their choice. They will be expected to interact
effectively with the teacher/examiner, defend their views and sustain discussion as the
teacher/examiner moves the conversation away from their chosen issue. They will be expected to use
the language of debate and argument to discuss the issue and will also be assessed for understanding
as well as communication and quality of spoken language.
Assessment
11-13 minutes assessment. The assessment for this unit has two sections that total 40 marks. Students
will first need to outline their chosen issue for about one minute, adopting a definite stance towards
the issue. They should then defend and justify their opinions for up to four minutes. The
teacher/examiner will then initiate a spontaneous discussion in which a minimum of two further
unpredictable areas of discussion will be covered. These issues may or may not relate to the chosen
issue but will not require specialised factual knowledge and may not relate to German-language
culture.

IA2 Unit 4: Research, Understanding and Written
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code YGN04/01
69.2% of the total
IA2 raw marks

34.6% of the total IAL
raw marks
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Content summary
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of German language texts
and recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to
manipulate the German language in continuous writing. Students will be expected to recognise and
use the German language in a variety of contexts and in relation to a prescribed range of general topic
areas.
The unit draws upon several GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment
• Technology in the German-speaking world
• Society in the German-speaking world
• Ethics in the German -speaking world.
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes paper in three sections that total 90 marks.
Section A requires students to listen to a range of authentic recorded German-language material and
to retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a range of German-language
questions.
Section B requires students to read authentic German-language printed materials and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly German -language test types.
Section C requires students to answer one question, in Spanish, that relates to a topic or a text chosen
from a list (set topics, texts and films). A choice of two questions will be offered for each of the
prescribed topics and texts. Students should write 300–400 words. The assessment rewards students
for communicating relevant information effectively as well as for the quality of the German language
produced.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

History

History requires decent competence in essay writing and a good command of the English language when
studying at this level. More important however is a real interest in the subject matter and the processes
at work. Although there is a good deal of factual material to be covered and learned it is important to
realise that regurgitation of facts is not what is required at this level - but rather the ability to select
relevant information and deploy it effectively to present a well-balanced response to a given question.
The highest grades go to those students who are able to show good analytical skills and awareness of the
relative importance of issues and events.
•
•

•

History is not only an interesting and important subject to study in its own right but the skills and
knowledge gained are useful in other areas and walks of life.
In particular History provides a valuable base for pursuing further studies in many of the Social /
Economic and Political Sciences as well as the Arts. Students who wish to study Law at university
are normally at an advantage having studied History.
It is also important to note, however, that the study of History at A level can benefit any student
going into further education, with the analytical and essay writing skills it fosters.

In Year 12 we concentrate on the following areas:
❑ The Origins of World War I
❑ The Russian Revolution 1905-1917
❑ The Causes of the US Civil War 1846 - 1861
In Year 13 we concentrate on the following areas:
❑ The Holocaust
❑ Europe of the Dictators, 1918 – 1941
o This is a depth study, which focuses on the policies and rule of Stalin and Hitler
NOTE: The full syllabus for A Level History can be found on the CIE Website. www.cie.org.uk

AS and A Level Assessment in History
A Cambridge International A Level qualification in History can be achieved either as a staged assessment
over different examination series or in one examination series. This means that students will take their AS
Level exams at the end of Year 12.
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates take:
❑ Component 1: Document question - 1 hour - 40%
❑ Component 2: Outline study - 1 hour 30 minutes - 60%
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Advanced Level candidates take:
❑ Component 1: Document question - 1 hour - 20%
❑ Component 2: Outline study - 1 hour 30 minutes - 30%
❑ Component 3: Interpretations question - 1 hour - 20%
❑ Component 4: Depth study - 1 hour 30 minutes - 30%
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General Certificate of Education (International)
Advanced Level and Advanced Subsidiary Level

Information Technology (9626)

The Aims
The syllabus aims to enable candidates to:
• develop a broad range of IT skills
• develop an understanding of the parts, use and applications of IT systems within a range of
organisations, including the use of basic computer networks
• develop an understanding of how IT systems affect society in general
• develop an understanding of the main system life cycle and apply this understanding to
workplace situations
• develop a broad knowledge of the use of IT in workplace situations
• develop an understanding of project management skills (A Level only)
• be aware of new and emerging technologies
• be aware of the role of the internet and its potential but also its risks
• apply their knowledge and understanding of IT to solve problems.

Content
Candidates for Cambridge International AS Information Technology study the following topics 1–10.
1. Data, information, knowledge and processing
2. Hardware and software
3. Monitoring and control
4. E-safety and health and safety
5. The digital divide
6. Using networks
7. Expert systems
8. Spreadsheets
9. Database and file concepts
10. Sound and video editing
Candidates for Cambridge International A Level Information Technology study topics 1–10 and the
following topics 11–19:
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Emerging technologies
Role and impact of IT in society
Networks
Project management
System life cycle
Graphics creation
Animation
Mail merge
Programming for the web
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Assessment
For Cambridge International AS and A Level Information Technology, candidates:
•
•

•

take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS Level qualification), or
follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for Cambridge International AS Level
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for Cambridge International A Level
qualification) in a later series, or
take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge
International A Level.

Scheme of assessment and weighting of papers

Weighting
Component
As Level
Paper 1: Theory
1 hour 45 minutes
90 marks
This written paper tests sections 1-10 of the syllabus content.
Candidates answer each question in the spaces provided on the
question paper. All questions are compulsory
Paper 2: Practical
2 hours 30 minutes
110 marks
This paper tests sections 8-10 of the syllabus content. Candidates will
also need to sue their previous knowledge form sections 1-7. All tasks
are compulsory.
Candidates must use the most appropriate software and the most
appropriate methods.

Paper 3: Advanced Theory
1 hour 45 minutes
90 marks
This written paper tests sections 11-19 of the syllabus content. The
content of sections 1-10 is assumed knowledge.
Candidates answer each question in the spaces provided on the
question paper. All questions are compulsory.
Paper 4: Advanced practical
2 hours 30 minutes
110 marks

A Level

50%

25%

50%

25%

-

25%

-

25%
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This paper tests sections 16-19 of the syllabus content, and sections 89 of the syllabus content within a problem-solving context. Candidates
will also need to sue their previous knowledge from all sections of the
syllabus. All tasks are compulsory.
Candidates must use the most appropriate software and the most
appropriate methods.

Why choose Information Technology?
In a world where information technology (IT) is constantly changing, individuals increasingly need
technological and information literacy skills that include the ability to gather, process and manipulate
data.
The impact of IT on society is enormous and as the percentage of businesses and households connected
to communication networks such as the Internet grows, so does the need for individuals who understand
these new technologies.
This syllabus encourages learners to become effective and discerning users of IT. It helps them to develop
a broad range of IT skills, knowledge and understanding. Learners study the structure and use of IT
systems within a wide range of organisations, including the use of a variety of computer networks. As a
result, learners gain an understanding of IT system life cycles, and how these affect the workplace. They
also learn about the wider impact of IT on society in general. At A Level, learners also study simple
programming for the web relevant to their own use of IT.

Will I enjoy IT?
YES - if you would like to:
•

•
•

Be able to select and use appropriate ICT tools and techniques to help you carry out
investigations, capture and handle data, solve problems, make decisions and present and
communicate information
Increase your awareness of the benefits and drawbacks of ICT and its impact on the way people
live their lives
Learn how to plan and manage projects and work effectively with others

What do I need?
A GCSE in ICT is not compulsory. However, it is essential that you have a decent or intermediate
knowledge of ICT, a working knowledge of spreadsheets, databases, word processing, presentation
software and web design. At least a grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics and English is required.
What university courses and careers the students might students proceed into with this qualification?
It gives students a wide choice of progression options into further study, training, or relevant employment.
Students who successfully complete the qualification will be well equipped to move onto degrees and
BTEC Higher National Diplomas in related subjects such as ICT, Computer Science, Information Systems,
Multimedia, Software Engineering, Computer Networking, e-Business and Information Management.
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A level - Years 12 and 13

Mathematics

Advanced GCE in Mathematics
Students who start the Advanced GCE Mathematics course will be expected to have achieved at least a
‘B’ grade at GCSE level. The Advanced level in Mathematics is a two year course and external exams will
be sat at the end of the two years. There is the option to sit the AS Level examination at the end of the
first year.
Qualification at a glance
Content and assessment overview
The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics consists of three externally-examined papers.
Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1 (*Paper code: 9MA0/01)
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 (*Paper code: 9MA0/02)
Each paper is:
2 hours written examination
33.33% of the qualification
100 marks

Content overview
● Topic 1 – Proof
● Topic 2 – Algebra and functions
● Topic 3 – Coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane
● Topic 4 – Sequences and series
● Topic 5 – Trigonometry
● Topic 6 – Exponentials and logarithms
● Topic 7 – Differentiation
● Topic 8 – Integration
● Topic 9 – Numerical methods
● Topic 10 – Vectors

Assessment overview
● Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain questions on any topics from the Pure Mathematics content.
● Students must answer all questions.
● Calculators can be used in the assessment.
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Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics (*Paper code: 9MA0/03)
2 hours written examination
33.33% of the qualification
100 marks
Content overview
Section A: Statistics
● Topic 1 – Statistical sampling
● Topic 2 – Data presentation and interpretation
● Topic 3 – Probability
● Topic 4 – Statistical distributions
● Topic 5 – Statistical hypothesis testing
Section B: Mechanics
● Topic 6 – Quantities and units in mechanics
● Topic 7 – Kinematics
● Topic 9 – Forces and Newton’s laws
● Topic 9 – Moments

Assessment overview
● Paper 3 will contain questions on topics from the Statistics content in Section A and
Mechanics content in Section B.
● Students must answer all questions.
● Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Advanced GCE in Further Mathematics
Students who start the Advanced GCE Further Mathematics course will be expected to have achieved at
least an ‘A’ grade at GCSE level. The Advanced level in Further Mathematics is a two year course and
external exams will be sat at the end of the two years.
Qualification at a glance
Content and assessment overview
The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Further Mathematics consists of four externally examined
papers.
Paper 1: Further Pure Mathematics 1 (*Paper code: 9FM0/01)
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
25% of the qualification
75 marks

Content overview
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Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, Further algebra and functions, Further calculus, Further
vectors

Assessment overview
● Students must answer all questions.
● Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Paper 2: Further Pure Mathematics 2 (*Paper code: 9FM0/02)
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
25% of the qualification
75 marks
Content overview
Complex numbers, Further algebra and functions, Further calculus, Polar coordinates,
Hyperbolic functions, Differential equations
Assessment overview
● Students must answer all questions.
● Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Paper 3: Further Mathematics Option 1 (*Paper codes: 9FM0/3A-3D)
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
25% of the qualification
75 marks
Content overview
Students take one of the following four options:
3A: Further Pure Mathematics 3 - Further calculus, Further differential equations, Coordinate
systems, Further vectors, Further numerical methods, Inequalities
3B: Further Statistics 1 - Linear regression, Statistical distributions (discrete), Statistical
distributions (continuous), Correlation, Hypothesis testing, Chi squared tests
3C: Further Mechanics 1 - Momentum and impulse, Collisions, Centres of mass, Work and
energy, Elastic strings and springs
3D: Decision Mathematics 1 - Algorithms and graph theory, Algorithms on graphs, Algorithms on
graphs II, Critical path analysis, Linear programming

Assessment overview
● Students must answer all questions.
● Calculators can be used in the assessment.
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Paper 4: Further Mathematics Option 2 (*Paper codes: 9FM0/4A-4G)
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
25% of the qualification
75 marks

Content overview
Students take one of the following seven options:
4A: Further Pure Mathematics 4 - Groups, Further calculus, Further matrix algebra, Further
complex numbers, Number theory, Further sequences and series
4B: Further Statistics 1 - Linear regression, Statistical distributions (discrete), Statistical
distributions (continuous), Correlation, Hypothesis testing, Chi squared tests
4C: Further Statistics 2 - Probability distributions, Combinations of random variables, Estimation,
Confidence intervals and tests using a normal distribution, Other hypothesis tests and confidence
intervals, Other hypothesis tests and confidence intervals, Probability generating functions,
Quality of tests and estimators
4D: Further Mechanics 1 - Momentum and impulse, Collisions, Centres of mass, Work and
energy, Elastic strings and springs
4E: Further Mechanics 2 - Further kinematics, Further dynamics, Motion in a circle, Statics of
rigid bodies, Elastic collisions in two dimensions
4F: Decision Mathematics 1 - Algorithms and graph theory, Algorithms on graphs, Algorithms on
graphs II, Critical path analysis, Linear programming
4G: Decision Mathematics 2 - Transportation problems, Allocation (assignment) problems, Flows
in networks, Dynamic programming, Game theory, Recurrence relations, Decision analysis

Assessment overview
● Students must answer all questions.
● Calculators can be used in the assessment.

*Students should always consult with their classroom teacher or Head of Department as to their suitability
for the course.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Physics

“The most beautiful and deepest experience a person can have is the sense of the mysterious. It is the
underlying principle of religion as well as of all serious endeavors in art and in science…He who never had
this experience seems to me, if not dead, then at least blind. The sense that behind anything that can be
experienced there is something that our mind cannot grasp and whose beauty and sublimity reaches us
only indirectly and as feeble reflection, this is religiousness. In this sense I am religious. To me it suffices to
wonder at these secrets and to attempt humbly to grasp with my mind a mere image of the lofty structure
of all there is.”
Albert Einstein

Advanced Physics is a two-year course split into two parts. In the first year, students cover the AS units,
outlined below, and then sit the corresponding AS examination. This constitutes the foundation
assessment of the Advanced level course. Successful candidates then have the option to continue their
studies for a further year to gain the full Advanced level qualification, subject to the final A2 examination
at the end of the second year, or they may choose to leave the course at this point with an AS level
certificate in Physics.
Year 11 students intending to continue their studies at Advanced level would be expected to have gained
a good pass* at (I)GCSE Physics or Combined/ Coordinated Science and have demonstrated a clear interest
in the subject.
*usually grades A*-B would be expected although, at the discretion of the teacher, students with grade C
may be considered.

Course Aims

The aims of the course are to:
1.

provide, through well-designed studies of experimental and practical science, a worthwhile
educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study science beyond this
level and, in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to:
1.1

become confident citizens in a technological world and able to take or develop an
informed interest in matters of scientific import;

1.2

recognise the usefulness and limitations of scientific method and to appreciate its
applicability in other disciplines and in everyday life;

1.3

be suitably prepared for studies beyond A Level in Physics, in Engineering or in Physicsdependent vocational courses.

2. develop abilities and skills that:
2.1

are relevant to the study and practice of science;

2.2

are useful in everyday life;

2.3

encourage efficient and safe practice;
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2.4

encourage effective communication.

3. develop attitudes relevant to science such as:
3.1

a concern for accuracy, precision, objectivity, integrity as well as the skills of enquiry,
initiative and inventiveness.

4. stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment in relation to the environmental impact of
Physics and its applications.
5. promote an awareness,
5.1

that the study and practice of Physics are co-operative and cumulative activities, and
are subject to social, economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and
limitations;

5.2

that the implications of Physics may be both beneficial and detrimental to the individual,
the community and the environment;

5.3

of the importance of the use of IT for communication, as an aid to experiments and as
a tool for the interpretation of experimental and theoretical results.

6. stimulate students and create a sustained interest in Physics so that the study of the subject is
enjoyable and satisfying.

AS units include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical quantities and units
Measurement techniques
Kinematics
Dynamics and motion in uniform fields
Forces, density and pressure
Work, energy and power
Current electricity
DC circuits
Waves
Superposition
Particle Physics

A2 units include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Motion in a circle
Gravitational fields
Deformation of solids
Ideal gases
Temperature
Thermal properties of materials
Oscillations (SHM)
Telecommunications
Electric fields
Electromagnetism and induction
Quantum Physics
Nuclear Physics
Alternating current
Electronics
Medical imaging
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Assessment Structure – AS Year 12

Paper

Questions

AS Weighting

A2 Weighting

1

40 Multiple Choice Questions

31%

15.5%

2

Structured Questions

46%

23%

3

Practical Paper

23%

11.5%

Assessment Structure – A2 Year 13

Paper

Questions

A2 Weighting

4

Structured Questions

38.5%

5

Practical Paper

11.5%

The remaining 50% of the marks come from the AS examinations

Career Opportunities
“For I can end as I began. From our home on Earth we look out into the distances and strive to imagine the
sort of world into which we were born. Today we have reached far out into space. Our immediate
neighborhood we know intimately. But with increasing distance our knowledge fades…until at the last dim
horizon we search among ghostly errors of observation for landmarks that are scarcely more substantial.
The search will continue. The urge is older than history. It is not satisfied, and it will not be suppressed.”
Edwin Hubble

The study of Physics helps to develop logical thinking and an analytical mind. These are skills and attributes
important to so many careers today. Far from being the exclusive domain of the engineer or theoretical
scientist, it provides a bounty of knowledge and skills that will prepare us all more adequately for the
inevitable challenges that lie ahead. Information on careers can be found at the website address below:
www.iop.org/careers
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Politics

Qualification aims and objectives
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

develop knowledge and an informed understanding of contemporary political structures
and issues in their historical context, both within the United Kingdom (UK) and globally
develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics and the relationships
between political ideas, institutions and processes
develop knowledge and an informed understanding of the influences and interests which have an
impact on decisions in government and politics
develop knowledge and an informed understanding of the rights and responsibilities of individuals
and groups
develop the ability to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate political information to form
arguments and make judgements
develop an interest in, and engagement with, contemporary politics.

Content and assessment overview
The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Politics consists of three externally examined papers.
Students must complete all assessment in May/June in any single year.
Component 1: UK Politics
Written examination: 2 hours
33⅓% of the qualification
84 marks
Content overview
1. Political Participation, students will study:
• democracy, participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media.
2. Core Political Ideas, students will study:
• conservatism, liberalism, socialism.
Assessment overview
Section A: Political Participation
One 30-mark question from a choice of two (each question uses a source) – students must
complete one of these. Plus one 30-mark question from a choice of two – students must
complete one of these.
All questions assess AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Section B: Core Political Ideas
One 24-mark question from a choice of two, which assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.
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Component 2: UK Government
Written examination: 2 hours
33⅓% of the qualification
84 marks
Content overview
1. UK Government, students will study:
• the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive, relationships between the
branches.
2. Non-core political ideas, students will study:
• one idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism, nationalism.

Assessment overview
Section A: UK Government
• One 30-mark question from a choice of two (each question uses a source) – students must
complete one of these. Plus one 30-mark question from a choice of two – students must
complete one of these.
• All questions assess AO1, AO2 and AO3.
Section B: Non-core Political Ideas
• One 24-mark question from a choice of two, which assesses AO1, AO2 and AO3.

Component 3: Comparative Politics (Global politics)
Written examination: 2 hours
33⅓% of the qualification
84 marks
Content overview
Students will study:
• sovereignty and globalisation, global governance: political and economic, global governance: human
rights and environmental, power and developments, regionalism and the European Union, comparative
theories.
Assessment overview
Section A
• One 12-mark question from a choice of two, which assesses AO1 and AO2.
Section B
• One compulsory 12-mark question focused on comparative theories, which assesses
AO1 and AO2.
Section C
• Two 30-mark questions from a choice of three, which assess AO1, AO2 and AO3.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Psychology

Psychology will give you another perspective on your day-to-day professional and personal life. Through studying
the behaviour of groups and individuals in a scientific manner, you will develop an understanding of the
mechanisms behind why we humans behave the way we do; knowledge which is applicable everywhere. Focused
on developing critical thinking skills, you will first learn to analyse and evaluate psychological theories and
research, and subsequently, design and undertake your own experiments. Moreover, through studying this
course you will continuously develop your argumentative writing skills, to the point where upon completion, you
will be writing in a scientific manner consistent with that of a university student.
Overview of content

Year 12

Topic A: Social
Psychology

Topic B: Cognitive
Psychology

Topic C: Biological
Psychology

Topic D: Learning
Theories and
Development

Content Area

Methods

•
•

Classic and Contemporary studies

• Self-reporting data
• Sample selection and sampling data
• Quantitative data
• Ethical guidelines
Practical Investigation

Content Area

Methods

Models of memory

Experiments and experimental design

Classic and Contemporary studies

Practical Investigation

Content Area

Methods

•

Classic and Contemporary studies

• Correlational research
• Analysis of correlational data
• Scanning techniques
• Twin studies
Practical Investigation

Content Area

Methods

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

Obedience
Conformity

Structure and function of brain
regions
Body rhythms

Classical conditioning
Operant conditioning
Social learning theory
Freud’s stages of development
Therapies/treatments

Classic and Contemporary studies

Observations
Content analysis
Case studies
Quantitative & qualitative data

Practical Investigation
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Year 13

Topic E:
Developmental
Psychology

Topic F: Criminological
Psychology

Content Area

Methods

•

•
•
•

Classic and Contemporary studies

Clinical interviewing
Ethnographic field work
Longitudinal/cross-sectional research in
developmental psychology
• Cross-cultural research Ethics and the UNCRC
(1989)
• Decision making and interpretation of data
• Evaluation of research in developmental
psychology
Issues in Psychology

Content Area

Methods

•

•

•
•

Classic and Contemporary studies

Experiments as used in the study of eye
witness memory.
• Mock jury research as a method for studying
jury decision-making
• Ethical guidelines
• Decision making and interpretation of data
• Evaluation of research in criminological
psychology
Issues in Psychology

Content Area

Methods

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Topic G: Clinical
Psychology

Explanations for crime and
anti-social behavior
Understanding the offender
Factors influencing
identification of offenders
Treatment

Classic and Contemporary studies

Randomised control trials
Neuroimaging
Conventions of published psychological
research
• Awareness of Health and Care Professions
Council (HCPC) guidelines
• Decision making and interpretation of data
• Evaluation of research in clinical psychology
Issues in Psychology

Methods

Key Questions

All methods from previous topic
areas

Key questions for society using concepts, theories,
or research from one or more of Topics A to H
(except Topics F and G).

•

•

Topic I: Psychological
skills

Attachment, deprivation and
privation
Cognitive and language
development
Social emotional development

Definitions and debates in
diagnosis
One mental health disorder,
symptoms, features,
explanations
Therapy/treatment

Assessment Objectives
AO1 Knowledge and understanding
AO2 Application
AO3 Analyse, interpret and evaluate
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Students will participate in the following activities:
•

Group/paired work

•

Conducting simple experiments

•

Presentations

•

Essay writing

•

Creating posters

•

Report writing

Assessment Overview
Students will be assessed through four examination papers that focus on specific topics in the qualification.
-

Year 1 AS Level - Paper 1: Social and Cognitive Psychology (90 minutes)
Year 1 AS Level - Paper 2: Biological and Learning Psychology (120 minutes)
Year 2 A Level - Paper 3: Applications of Psychology (90 minutes)
Year 2 A Level - Paper 4: Clinical Psychology and Psychological Skills (120 minutes)

Formulae and statistical tables will also be given in the papers.
Calculators may be used in the examination.
Students may be required to respond to stimulus material using psychological concepts, theories and research
from across topic areas.
Students may be asked to consider issues of validity, reliability, credibility, generalisability, objectivity and
subjectivity in their evaluation of studies and theories.
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International General Certificate of Education Advanced Level

Spanish

*STUDENTS IN THIS SUBJECT WILL SIT THE AS EXAMS AT THE END OF YEAR 12

IAS Spanish
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to develop:
• an understanding of a wide variety of complex texts for different purposes
• an understanding of standard spoken language, whether live or broadcast, on both unfamiliar and
familiar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational contexts
• the ability to write clear, well-structured texts using an appropriate style, highlighting relevant salient
issues, providing points of view with supporting arguments (where relevant) and showing controlled use
of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices
• the ability to express themselves fluently, spontaneously and appropriately in a range of speaking
contexts with little obvious searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies
• the skills necessary for further study or employment, either in Spanish-speaking countries or where
Spanish is used as the main medium of communication for business and commerce
• an understanding of the nature of language in different cultural contexts in order to build up
competence in communication.
IAS knowledge and understanding
The International Advanced Subsidiary specification requires students to:
• read and respond to a variety of Spanish-language written texts, including authentic sources, covering
different contexts, registers, styles and genres
• adapt their written Spanish language appropriately for different situations and purposes
• use the Spanish language accurately to express facts and ideas, and to present explanations, opinions
and information in writing and speech
• understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures of the Spanish language as
detailed in Spanish unit content: Grammar list.
IA2 knowledge and understanding
The International Advanced Level specification additionally requires students to:
• use the Spanish language to present viewpoints, develop arguments, analyse and evaluate in writing
and speech
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• understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures in Spanish as detailed in Spanish
unit content: Grammar list
• study aspects of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of one or more of the
Spanish-language countries or communities.

IAS/IA2 skills
The knowledge and understanding requirements of this International Advanced Subsidiary and
International Advanced Level specification are inextricably linked to the four language skills of speaking,
listening, reading and writing in Spanish in line with the requirements of the subject criteria.

IAS Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WSP01/01
30.8% of the total IAS
raw marks

15.4% of the total IAL
raw marks

Content summary
This unit rewards students for their ability to converse in Spanish on a general topic area (GTA) that
they have chosen in advance. Students will need to demonstrate that they can engage in a discussion
in Spanish that relates to a chosen GTA and allied subtopics. Students will be expected to give relevant
and appropriate information, convey opinions, interact and respond to a range of questions.
They must choose two of the following GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment.
Students will then be examined on one of their two chosen GTAs, which they will be informed of on
the day of the examination.
Assessment
8–10 minutes assessment in two sections that total 40 marks, with 15 minutes preparation time.
Section A requires students to respond to four Pearson-set questions on a stimulus related to the
student’s chosen GTA.
Section B requires the teacher/examiner to engage the student in a discussion that, although still
relating to the same GTA and its linked subtopics, moves away from the main focus of the stimulus.
Centres must record the full assessment of all students and submit the recording.

IAS Unit 2: Understanding and Written
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WSP02/01
69.2% of the total IAS
raw marks

34.6% of the total IAL
raw marks
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Content summary
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of Spanish language texts
and recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to
manipulate the Spanish language in continuous writing.
Students will be expected to recognise and use the Spanish language in a variety of contexts and in
relation to a prescribed range of general topic areas.
The unit draws upon four GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment.
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes paper in three sections that total 90 marks.
Section A requires students to listen to a range of authentic recorded Spanish-language material and
to retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a range of Spanish-language
questions.
Section B requires students to read authentic Spanish-language printed materials and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly Spanish-language test types.
Section C requires students to write an email or article of a recommended length of 240–280 words in
Spanish based on a short printed Spanish-language stimulus.

IA2 Unit 3: Understanding and Spoken Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WSP03/01
30.8% of the total 30.8% of the total IA2
IA2 raw marks
raw marks

Content summary
This unit requires students to demonstrate the effectiveness of their Spanish-language skills by
presenting and taking a clear stance on any issue of their choice. They will be expected to interact
effectively with the teacher/examiner, defend their views and sustain discussion as the
teacher/examiner moves the conversation away from their chosen issue. They will be expected to use
the language of debate and argument to discuss the issue and will also be assessed for understanding
as well as communication and quality of spoken language.
Assessment
11-13 minutes assessment. The assessment for this unit has two sections that total 40 marks. Students
will first need to outline their chosen issue for about one minute, adopting a definite stance towards
the issue. They should then defend and justify their opinions for up to four minutes. The
teacher/examiner will then initiate a spontaneous discussion in which a minimum of two further
unpredictable areas of discussion will be covered. These issues may or may not relate to the chosen
issue but will not require specialised factual knowledge and may not relate to Spanish-language culture.

IA2 Unit 4: Research, Understanding and Written
Response
• Externally assessed
• Availability: June

*Unit code WSP04/01
69.2% of the total
IA2 raw marks

34.6% of the total IAL
raw marks
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Content summary
This unit requires students to understand and convey their understanding of Spanish language texts
and recordings. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to
manipulate the Spanish language in continuous writing. Students will be expected to recognise and use
the Spanish language in a variety of contexts and in relation to a prescribed range of general topic
areas.
The unit draws upon several GTAs:
• Youth matters
• Lifestyle, health and fitness
• Environment and travel
• Education and employment
• Technology in the Spanish-speaking world
• Society in the Spanish-speaking world
• Ethics in the Spanish-speaking world.
Assessment
2 hours 30 minutes paper in three sections that total 90 marks.
Section A requires students to listen to a range of authentic recorded Spanish-language material and
to retrieve and convey information given in the recording by responding to a range of Spanish-language
questions.
Section B requires students to read authentic Spanish-language printed materials and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly Spanish-language test types.
Section C requires students to answer one question, in Spanish, that relates to a topic or a text chosen
from a list (set topics, texts and films). A choice of two questions will be offered for each of the
prescribed topics and texts. Students should write 300–400 words. The assessment rewards students
for communicating relevant information effectively as well as for the quality of the Spanish language
produced.
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