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Editor’s  
 

 

Greetings to everyone who is reading this magazine and thank you for making the effort to 

buy it. My name is Vicente Durá, commonly known as Vicens within my social circles and I am 
the senior editor of this Magazine which is a CAS Project I decided to create. The whole idea 
for this came around in a very clichéd manner: while watching Riverdale, a very mainstream 
teenager TV series. In the series there is a group of teenagers who enjoy creating articles and 
selecting news to put on their school newspaper. I 
was intrigued by the effect it would have if we 
implemented a school magazine again in the 
BSB, and the first time in Nexus. So that is what I 
did. My main aim for this project is to create an 
awareness within the school community on 
various topics. This can be done in many ways, 
such as by creating articles about non-
popularized topics in the media or by recording the 
important events in the school. This has been a 
wonderful opportunity for me and many of the 
contributors because we have gotten the chance to 
mimic the stages of production of a real 
magazine. In the future, I would like to study either 
Fashion Communication and Public Relations or 
Fashion Photography. Therefore, in either way 
this experience has been beneficial because I have 
gained more professionality within the 
editorial area. We live in a world where magazines 
are not profitable anymore due to the 
emerging video recording businesses like YouTube. 
I, myself, am a dyslexic and I find it utterly difficult to process the simple task of reading (I got 
a D on my IGCSE English Language despite trying very hard). But the point of sharing this 
with you is that: even though I find it hard, I still love magazines and I have a huge collection 
of old ones at home. This year, the sixth formers have had the wonderful opportunity to 
experience the new building and in my opinion; Nexus studying experience is quite different to 
the regular secondary learning. Here we get to explore many different things apart from our 
subjects and it is a new brilliant environment I am truly fortunate to be part of. Overall, I would 
like to thank everyone who has been supporting me during this experience: it is teachers like 
Ms. Kovac, Ms. Kelly and Mr. Lawson as well as Ms. Andreu from communications and all 
students supporters who have taken the risk with me to provide you with this magazine. Also, 
I wanted to thank Julia Xia for her incredible job designing the poster for the front cover: “MM” 
stands for millennium as this is our current era in Roman numerals. In addition, there are 4 
planet Earths: the upper earth representing the globalization whilst the lower 3 represent 
innovation, fashion and art which are the three main topics the magazine is based on. Now, 
what I will have to ask of all of you is to fasten your seatbelts and get ready to be exposed to 
some new topics. 

 

Speech 
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Current Affairs 

 

This October the European Parliament has 

outlawed all associations which exalt or glorify 
fascism in response to the rise of the alt-right and 
increasing incidences of racism and xenophobia 
across the continent. The motion that passed 
specifically referred to the Francisco Franco 
Foundation as an entity which glorifies the former 
dictator and his crimes.   
 
The five different political parties in Europe, including 
right-wing and conservative groups like PP, voted in 
favour, although the latter only agreed to do so if no 
mention was made of any specific organisations. The 
resolution was backed by 355 MEPs with only 90 
opposing and 39 abstentions. Even though the The 
Francisco Franco Foundation (which is run by the 
family of the late dictator) was not cited as a main 
reason for the ban, which is mainly in response to 
rising concerns about neo-fascist and neo-Nazi 
attacks, it is now illegal and will have to shut down. 
The Francisco Franco Foundation calls the move 
“anti-democratic”, “sectarian” and “unprecedented” 
and points out the need for “freedom of speech and 
opinion” as well as that its work to promote and 
spread information about Franco’s life and time in 
power was in the general interest of everyone.  
 
As part of the motion, MEPs highlighted the 
importance of educating about and raising 
awareness of Europe's history, especially amongst 
the younger generations to prevent future hate 
crimes. specifically  stating that “younger generations 
feel less and less interested in the history of fascism 
and therefore run the risk of being indifferent to new 
threats.” It also asked member States to set up a 
'common culture of historic memory' to call out fascist 
behaviour.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEPs said young people need to be 'more and more 
aware' of fascist movements and incidents in history, 
since sociologists and historians warn that the reality 
of any global or social catastrophe tends to fade after 
around 50 years and becomes forgotten altogether 
once it has passed from living memory, for example 
anyone  who was an adult during the Spanish Civil 
War will now be over 100 and within about a 
generation there will be very few to no people in 
Europe that remember World War II.   
 
Even though, as stated before, some MEPs didn’t 
want to name any specific organisations the 
European Parliament did allude that certain 
organisations in some member states are currently 
under investigation. Some of these are the members 
of the Falange and Hogar Social Madrid, as well as 
members from the Alianza Nacional and Democracia 
Nacional   
 
Other police inquiries currently centre on members of 
the Falange – the 'hangover' of the fascist Falangists 
from the Civil War – the National Alliance (Alianza 
Nacional) and National Democracy (Democracia 
Nacional), some of whose members have been 
sentenced for attacks on the Blanquerna Cultural 
Centre in 2013 and for death-threats against the 
chairman of SOS Racismo. 

  

Francisco Franco Foundation Outlawed in 

the EU By: Gabriela Antón Y12 
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Every year we produce 1.4 billion pounds of 

garbage that ends up in our oceans, out of which 
most of it is plastic.   
 

Why is having piles of trash such a problem?   
First, it is killing many species such as birds, sea 
turtles, whales, and other sea animals. The Ocean 
Conservancy discovered that plastic has been found 
in more than 60% of all seabirds and 100% of sea 
turtle species. As well as this, in February 2018, a 
sperm whale was found dead on a beach in Murcia, 
Spain with 29 kilograms of plastic in its stomach. The 
cause of their death is easy to guess. There are a 
million more cases around the world such as this one, 
which is why I call for understanding and awareness 
- if we do not act now it will be too late:  the average 
plastic bottle takes 450 years to decompose while 
some even take 1000 years.  
 

Moreover, chemicals used to adapt plastics are toxic 
which are also leaking into the environment, 
poisoning the groundwater, and negatively affecting 
the food chain.   
 
 

 

How did it get there in the first place?   
There are many reasons for this, one of them being 
poor trash management by the Waste Management 
Department in many regions around the world. For 
example: in Ghana that same department is only 
capable of processing 60% of waste generated daily. 
The other 40% is dumped into surface drains, open 
spaces, and into ground water.  
 
 

 

 
How can these drastic numbers be reduced?  
The most common way is to eliminate the amount of 
trash in our disposal areas is by recycling all plastics, 
papers, glass since 80% of the trash we produce is 
recyclable. However, it’s not as easy to recycle our way 
out of this problem if there’s already too much plastic 
to begin with. Although it’s better than just throwing 
away plastic, experts believe that there are better ways 
of dealing with the problem such as reducing the 
amount of types of plastic we are using. This is 
because most recycling processes do not include 
separating different types of plastic which makes the 
process inefficient. For example: if a plastic bottle is 
recycled it will get mixed with other plastics therefore 
creating low-quality plastic that can’t be used for the 
same purpose.  
 
What can we do?  
An easy yet effective solution would be to try to live life 
producing less waste as possible which would 
therefore lower the overall amount of trash generated 
on a yearly level. To begin with: it is as easy as 
reducing the number of plastic bags you use when 
going shopping and use reusable bags instead. 
Another way is to stop using plastic and 
paper packaging altogether and opt for the glass and 
stainless-steel containers instead and use the cloth 
napkins which can be cleaned and reused repeatedly 
which is also helping to fight against consumerism. 
Finally, we can also refrain from using single-use or 
easily disposable items such as plastic toothbrushes or 
plastic straws and instead use a more long-term item 
(such as a bamboo toothbrush).  
 

 

Pure Clean Earth By: Carlota Martín Y12 
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We are constantly hearing more and more about 

Millennials in the media because it is considered 
that they are that country’s future. However, when 
younger generations hear the word election - the 
first thing that comes to mind is the presidential 
election. Something that the younger generations 
might not pay a lot of attention to is that, apart from 
the presidential election, every two years there are 
federal elections for the house and senate, which 
are just as important as the presidential elections 
and have a big impact on the future of the United 
States of America. 

One of the most recent US elections was the 2018 
midterm election in which voters would decide the 
state's representatives in the middle of the term of 
the executive or of another set of members. One 
topic that blew up on social media was that 
different celebrities with massive numbers of 
followers would encourage their eligible followers 
to go out and vote. Some of the celebrities 
included: Ariana Grande, Demi Lovato, Beyoncé, 
Taylor Swift, and many more. 

There is a simple reason why Millennials have not 
voted as much in past elections and it is that many 
young people do not vote because they have not 
realised the importance of their vote, and because 
of this there is a major imbalance in the vote results 
and the average population that votes. In 2016, in 
50 mayoral elections, the median voter age was 
57. This number is quite shocking considering that 
Millennials make up nearly a quarter of the total 
U.S. population, 30 per cent of the voting age 
population, and almost two-fifths of the working 
age population. The election turnout shows that 
older Americans are more likely to vote in elections 
and be the ones who make the decision regarding 
the future of the US and its citizens. If you examine 
this statement in detail the election is a "missed 
opportunity" on the part of millennials to affect 
change on masse; It is the older generations who 
are making the important choices regarding the 
future of the country the Millennials are going to 
live in. 

 

 

 

It is time for Millennials to take action and think about 
the future of their country. There are many reasons why 
Millennials can have a positive impact on who the 
leaders of the country are. Millennials are by far the 
most diverse generation when compared to older 
generations, because of this the millennial electorate is 
expected to be the first demographic group with the 
ability to challenge the basic two-party system, 
potentially driving the need for alternative political 
parties whom millennials feel can represent the needs 
of a diverse population through a more inclusive 
agenda. The collective "youth vote" could actually sway 
the election. Millennials have been credited with the 
decisive vote in the 2012 election of Barack Obama for 
a second term as president; Obama won 67% of the 
national youth vote, proving more popular in crucial 
states such as Florida, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio, over his opponent Mitt Romney. 

 

The Millennial vote is the future of the United States. 
Until Millennials turn out in numbers large enough to 
surpass older generations, most politicians will 
continue to ignore them as a voting bloc. There is an 
anticipated turning point for the major vote anticipated 
in 2020 as the participation rate will increase. There are 
a large amount of Millennials that hold different values 
and priorities from older generations. It’s only a matter 
of time until they come to dominate our politics, so 
America, better get ready for a change. 

 

  

Millennials Voting By: Kristina Mesrobyan Y12 
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Why do we buy Apple products? Are they 

worth it or is it just a brand name that we buy 
for recognition and a good image?  

Apple is one of the most successful companies in 
history. Even during periods in which the company 
struggled, it was known for being innovative.   

How the brand became so successful? 

 Apple became so successful because it created 
an aura around its brand by relating to humans as 
a whole, and not just fulfilment of human needs. 
Apple thereby suggested that owning its product is 
an essential step in the journey towards achieving 
and doing more, rather not just fulfilment of a 
particular need.  

Apple and its competitors  

The debate has always been Apple versus the rest 
of the world. By putting Apple against all others, 
Apple garners much more attention and the 
differences between it and its competitors get 
magnified, which again benefits Apple by creating 
that feeling of something which cannot be 
described in words but is nonetheless appealing to 
the audience at a very basic level. At human level.  

One of the biggest competitors for Apple is 
Android, so why do people choose Apple over it? 
The biggest difference is in the OS. Users feel that 
the iPhone is just a much more cohesive and well-
designed user experience. Everything has its 
place, and it works together seamlessly. On an 
Android phone thing really feel like they are stapled 
together and updated in a disorganized way. Plus, 
the camera is less efficient. However, arguably, as 
every user has a different experience, but the 
evidence shows that more people tend to buy 
Apple product rather than Android. For example, in 
the Smartphone industry, Apple owns the biggest 
market share as it is shown in this diagram. Apple's 
share of global new smartphone sales reached 
almost 19 percent in the last quarter of 2017, with 
over 78 million units sold in that quarter.  

The rounded edges of the display are also a 
fantastic change. Side-screen gestures, like 
swiping to go back in Safari and other iOS apps, 
feel much more comfortable with these softened 
edges.  

 

As technology develops, Apple constantly innovates. It 
has introduced the touch ID fingerprint sensor built-in 
to the home button that first debuted with the iPhone 5s 
and has made its way to all iPhones since, along with 
iPads and the MacBook Pro with Touch Bar. 
Furthermore, Apple developed the face ID that was 
introduced in the iPhone X, replacing the touch ID 
therefore allowing a bigger screen display because the 
home button was removed. 

How Apple adapts to change  

Market trends are constantly changing, and demands 
are certainly increasing. Other companies’ response to 
these changes may be to introduce new products”. 
What Apple does is to improve the products that it 
already has. This explains the product refreshes and 
updates that are released on a schedule set by Apple. 
The updated versions retain the best parts of the old 
versions, with the problematic features corrected or 
improved.   

These changes put the Apple product development 
team in a good light, particularly in the eyes of Apple 
users, since it implies a commitment on their part of 
seeking continuous improvement for their product 
offerings. It also effectively attracts new users, thereby 
increasing the market share of Apple.  

The jump from the iPhone 5 series’ 4-inch form factor 
to the 4.7-inch display on the iPhone 6 is a big change. 
The iPhone 5 had the smallest screen size of any 
flagship smartphone on the market. The world had 
changed for the bigger. Big, bright, beautiful screens 
are easier to type on, and make activities such as 
watching a movie far more enjoyable. People like and 
even prefer them.   

 

 

  

Apple, from a business perspective                  

By: Eugenia Serdyukova Y12 
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We live in a difficult and revolutionary time 

especially in my home country the United States, 
where a new Republican presidency has sparked 
a movement that I’m proud to be a part of across 
the US nation to engage in changing our political 
system. Since I was young, I’ve had this notion to 
fix the US political system, to have the government 
reflect the value of equality for all. Running HMCE 
as well as being a delegate the 2nd year in a row 
at BSB allows me to voice myself in a diplomatic 
manner on the representation and basic rights in 
our government. For me, engaging in discussions 
and educating others and even myself on current 
political states grants an individual like me the 
opportunity to discuss the ideology of liberty and 
justice for all regardless of culture, sexuality, skin 
colour, or religion. Where it has recently come to 
light that our governments do not reflect these 
concepts, and that there is little to no 
representation of diversity in political office.  

Discussing political science through HMCE is vital 
in my education career, because it helps me 
expand on my ability to engage in worldwide and 
US political events. While allowing to me have a 
richer understanding of the study of government, 
HMCE also allows me to think critically and 
independently, keeping international and domestic 
political affairs in regard. I’d gladly argue that my 
place in society is in a political revolution to 
establish an advanced system of government that 
reflects a true democratic nature. HMCE 
challenges me to expand my learning on how the 
government currently cooperates, so I can 
incorporate my ideas of how to fix the system as a 
diplomatic.  

 

To me, it is vital to have a change in our 
government to display policies to protect our land, 
water, and our own health. We aim to reach the 
objective that our laws represent the ideology that 
animals are not here for us.  

• To get rid of establishments that damage the 
wellbeing of sea creatures, and small 
businesses that run puppy mills with the 
engrained deranged idea of profiting off 
abused animals.  

 

 

• To create a system of government that gives 
more funds to education to create this motion that 
everyone should have the access to education. 
Allowing people to become individuals for social 
justice that is being a decent human being.  

• To create global citizens, and not encourage 
ignorance. To actively encourage programs 
dedicated to establishing more young women to 
work in science and technology careers to 
abolish the notion that careers are gender 
orientated or women lack in academic ability.  

The most important controversial concepts that 
influence my being not only as a young woman, but 
a first generation American of a Czech family are 
immigration policies and women rights. If I could do 

anything influential in US politics, it would be to 
change the immigration policies to mirror the motion 
that the United States is based on our ancestors 
sacrificing everything they had and leaving everyone 
they knew behind to come to a new country for the 
greater good for themselves and their future family 
generations like my mom and her family did for me.  

Also, to have a larger percentage of women of all 
backgrounds employed in the system, deciding what 
happens to women as far as their rights. While 
having women and other individuals having greater 
access to safe medical like Planned Parenthood and 
having the right to choose without restraint by a 
larger force. I believe in the idea that people cannot 
be silent about the things that matter. We cannot 
ignore injustice, we must become more educated, to 
know the facts, and fix the system. I wasn't born 
socially conscious, and I was raised in a world and 
environment with questionable beliefs. However, I 
took a step back and choose to do better. 

  

 Diversity in politics By: Garrity Corns Y13 
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Photographer’s  
 

 
 
 
 

Photoshoot “A step-back” By: Violeta Lambies Y13 
 

    

   

Exhibition 

Model: Jessica  
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A Collection of shoots By: Persia Dogmetchi Y13 
 

    

   

Portrait at right: 
“Still visible with a shadow” 
Model: Anders  
 
Picture below: 
“Girls don’t like flowers” 
Models: Thekla, Aida & 
Emma 
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Portrait at left: 
“A lady does not sit on a 
staircase” 
Model: Izzy  
 
 

Portrait at right: 
“A Distortion of Media” 
 
Model: Thekla 
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“MM” By: Vicens Durá Y12 
 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Model: Vittoria 
 
MUA: Carmen  
Stylist: Vicens 
Assistant Photographer: 
Violeta 
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Fashion 

    

 

Pierre Balmain, creator of the Maison Balmain was 

born in Savoy, one of the regions of France, in 1914. 
After going through several sewing workshops, he 
decided, in 1945, to create his own brand. Since the 
fifties, the success and expansion of the brand has 
grown proportionally to the number of clients. 

Along with Christian Dior, Pierre Balmain is one of the 
top representatives of the generation that has been 
called the 'generation of New Look', a style that 
revolutionized fashion after World War II, leaving 
behind clothes based on more refined volumes and 
fabrics. 

Pierre Balmain continued to lead the firm until his 
death in 1982. That same year he was chosen for the 
launch of the “ready-to-wear” line. During the eighties 
the creative director of Balmain abandoned Haute 
Couture, until in 1993 Oscar de la Renta took control 
of the company. His first collection, which continued 
the elegant legacy left by Pierre Balmain, was 
presented in February 1994 and was a great success 
both in terms of criticism and sales. 

Almost a decade later, in 2002, de la Renta 
abandoned Balmain and was replaced by Laurent 
Mercier, a designer which runned the company for a 
year, later on Christophe Lebourg took over the firm 
without much success. 

The firm once again regained the glory of its past 
days thanks to the designer Christophe Decarnin.The 
casual, sexy and rock & roll aesthetics, materialized 
in threadbare T-shirts and short body-hugging 
dresses, in addition to their already famous 
revitalization of the T silhouette, marked the 
aesthetics of his new entrance.Not only did his 
models become the Balmain religion, other 
celebrities such as Victoria Beckham or Michael 
Jackson walked the creations of Decarin all over the 
world. The young and modern look of their garments 
turned the, at that time, star models Daria Werbowy, 
Natasha Polly, Erin Wasson or Raquel Zimmerman 
in the vivid image of the new Balmain and the best 
ambassadors of the brand both in and off the 
catwalks. 

 

 

 
In March 2011, Decarnin was mysteriously absent from 
the Fall runway show. Shortly after, newspapers 
around the world blared out the news of his departure. 
Balmain, once again, was without a leader.The 
following month, another unknown fashion creator 
discovered: Olivier Rousteing, who had joined the 
house in 2009 to work on womenswear. Arguably, he’s 
had even more success than Decarnin. Kanye West 
and Kim Kardashian West are part of his 
#BalmainArmy. 

Balmain has announced plans to return to the couture 
calendar for the first time in 16 years. Speaking at the 
WWD Retail and Apparel CEO Summit, creative 
director Olivier Rousteig revealed that he is “looking to 
bring back the Parisian DNA” to the Balmain brand by 
delving into the world of haute couture. By turning 
towards the highest end of the fashion spectrum, 
Rousteing plans to move the brand into a more 
bespoke direction and will begin to do so with his 
inaugural collection as a couturier at Paris Couture 
Week in January 2019. The designer also revealed 
that he would like to introduce accessories,fragances 
and cosmetics. 

 

Maison Balmain By: Candela Ojinaga Y13 
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Coach 1941 By: Tuana Merhart & Vicens Durá  

Y12 

    

 

 
Coach is a well-known fashion brand that was 

founded in 1941. Coach sells woman/ men 
accessories, shoes and jewellery however its most 
known for their hand bags. 
 
Lately the value of coach has changed a lot, we all 
know that it started off as a small family shop and 
started growing constantly into a luxury brand. In 
2017 July the brand Coach purchased Kate Spade 
for 2.4 billion$. This has been a small step into 
creating a big conglomerate that sells clothing (Kate 
Spade), Handbags (Coach) and Shoes (Stuart 
Weitzman). Their intention is to compete with 
European fashion conglomerates such as LVMH 
(Louis Vuitton) and Kering (Gucci). It is not the first 
time Americans tried to compete with these 
companies as Michael Kors bought Jimmy Choo and 
most recently, Versace for 2 Billion Dollars.  You can 
still spot the Handbag, Clothing and Shoe strategy.  
 
Coach is currently in the process of reinventing itself, 
since the last years wasn't the best for them when 
they had to shut down some of their shops because 
they couldn't afford it. However, by including and 
doing advertising through Selena Gomez and having 
campaigns under her name has increased the 
demand for sales and attracted a lot of attention 
cause of her fan base.  
 
In my opinion Coach is a very successful brand, and 
their design is very nice, my favourite product from 
coach is their handbags. And in their latest collection, 
which is the Spring/Summer 2019, they used 
nostalgia by using old cartoon pictures such as The 
Aristocats and Dumbo, which something new and not 
that every other brand uses like mickey mouse and 
very known characters. This is interesting because 
they were bringing back old childhood characters 
which I found very cute. However, there weren’t any 
highlights nor things that strike from the whole 
collection, so it was a bit inconsistent as well as for 
the colour palette used. I would recommend buying 
from them because I feel like their clothes tell a story 
unlike other brands. 

 

 

Here there’s a clear example of Coach copying the 
monogram strategy which many brands such as Gucci, 
Louis Vuitton and recently Burberry are trying to buy 
into. Coach has never been known for its monogram, 
nevertheless, you can obviously spot their attempt to 
mimic the previously stated brands’ footsteps. Thus 
creating a knock-off version which uneducated 
millenials will buy. You can also spot thel addition of 
nostalgic cartoon characters. This to me seems 
anything but original. This is another strategy to boost 
the customer sales as playing with the comsumers 
feelings. It is a good thing that they didn’t just get the 
basic Mickey Mouse cartoon, but actually searched for 
a more original film character. However, this trend was 
implemented by Moschino back when they did a 
collection based on Looney Toons. Moschino’s 
essence is based upon making a satire of society and 
creating social experiments to see to what extent 
consumers will buy what. And this is a result of the 
experiment; A mainstream brand using cartoon 
references to gain sales from the trend. But Coach is 
not the first fashion brand to do this. It is very popular 
to see disney references in Fast-Fashion brands such 
as H&M and Pull&Bear. Which literally pushes the 
brand to that exact level of hierarchy. In addition, the 
trend of printing images into monograms was first 
introduced by the Louis Vuitton X Supreme collection. 
So this links more to the fact that Coach is imitating or 
looking up to the infamous brand. 
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Burberry Summer/Spring 2019 By:  Vicens Durá  

Y12 

    

 

Which logo do you prefer? You’d probably think 

that the first one is more classic whilst the second 
one is more updated and modernised.  
 
Well, what you’re looking at is the transition period of 
the brand from a change of Creative Directors. We 
all know Burberry has represented a British heritage 
brand image for a number of years now.  This brand 
is the brand we would turn to if we had the need of 
buying a trench coat as they are most known for 
them. But beware that if your needs have these 
requirements, be ready to spend around 3,000 
pounds on a trench coat.  
 
I have been a strong supporter of the brand for 
around a year. I was probably re-introduced to it by 
Sex and the City where my favourite character, 

Charlotte wears this iconic coat. 
Since then, I became more 
interested in the brand and I really 
liked its more modernised 
designer brand approach to 
fashion. As it featured many 
collaborations with emerging 
fashion houses including Gosha 
Rubchinskiy, (a revolutionary 
Russian designer) and Alexander 
Wang. They used to sell modern 
high-end clothes at an expensive 
cost. Many luxury fashion brands 
have been forced to do this as their 
new clientele have switched to 
Millennials due to their 
appreciation towards luxury 
brands. The millennial generation 
is materialist and they come with 
expensive tastes and money to 

spend. 

 

 

 

 
Burberry consumers have changed a lot over time. 
They started being local residents buying hand-crafted 
clothing in 1856 when the first burberry store was 
opened in Hampshire, England. The brand began 
expanding and earning international recognition to the 
point where competing against brands such as Ralph 

Lauren and Lacoste. However, 
during the start of the 21st 
century, the brand was home 
to hooligans – described by 
Wikipedia. This was due to an 
influx of extreamly lowered 
prices.  This can be seen in this 
picture taken from an Amy 
Whinehouse video where a 
vulgar-looking lady is wearing 
a ridiculously small Burberry 

purse. Which by the way, the early 2000s trend of 
ridiculously small purses is becoming more popular 
now, introduced by Jaquemus this year.  
 
To resolve the brand image problem, Burberry 
employed Christopher Bailey as creative director 
whom has worked extreamly hard during the past 17 
years to renew the brand’s prestigiousness to where 

we know it now. One 
of his most 

remarkable 
collections was his 
last, Autumn/Winter 
2018 where he 
implemented the 
LGBT+ flag into the 
famous Burberry 
tartan plaid. The 
show featured Cara 
Delevigne closing it 
with an extavagant 
faux fur coat. 
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Utterly sadly, Christopher Bailey left his position as 
creative director and CEO to focus more time on his 
family. This lead to Burberry employing Riccardo 
Tisci to take over the job. Tisci is a Central Saint 
Martins alumni, Britain’s best fashion design school, 
home to designers such as Alexander McQueen, 
John Galliano (Current creative director for Maison 
Margiela) and Stella McCartney (Paul McCartney’s 
daughter). Tisci had been the fashion designer for 
Givenchy from 2005 to 2017. He gave the house a 
gothic approach in tune to the 2010’s where 
designers like Hedi Slimane were most successful. 
As we may remember, Givenchy was never gothic, I 
mean, they created the Breakfast at Tiffany’s opening 
scene dress. 

Tisci’s takeover at first felt interesting as for the 
uncertainty perceived among the Burberry 
stakeholders. Myself was very negative about it. 
However, deep down I was optimistic as it could 
further  modernise the brand. Riccardo’s first act on 
the brand was to change the logo as on the first 
picture of the article. Many designers do this when 
newly arrrived to a fashion house. Such as the 
controversial removal of the Céline accent by Hedi 
Slimane this year. However, I felt it was unnecessary 
as it didn’t convey the Briitsh heritage and it lacked 
originality as many other firms use a similar sans-serif 
font. His second act was to create a new monogram 
as shown. I feel like the colour scheme is new and 

interesting to the brand. 
But on the other hand, it is 
the same old strategy 
Louis Vuitton and Gucci 
use to gain customers 
which I find extreamly 
irritating and 
monotonous.  

Next, it was time to see his debut for Spring/Summer 
2019. The collection featured 3 different market 
orientations. The first one is the “Conservatist 
Businesswoman” with a neutral colour palette and 
with an modern look to traditional working women 
which to my recall was a good attempt at marketing 
this big segment of loyal customers.   

Then there was the “I don’t know what’s going on male 
suit”. I think this was Riccardo’s attempt to target a 
more conservative market with a spite of innovation that 
comes by the hand of accessories which can be 
removed easily. Then it started shifting into a blindspot 
where it didn’t seem like burberry due to the minimalism 
but it lacked conservative.  

 

All of a sudden, another market was targeted. It was a 
“non-label girl in her 20’s”. This had completely lost the 
Burberry esence now to an extreme level. The colour 
schemes varied, the trends varied up until you come 
across this awful outfit you wish you had never seen. 
Who on earth would wear this specific T-shirt that says 
“COW” all alone. Is Riccardo trying to make a joke out 
of english people? The continuation of the collection 
just screamed “ZARA” as for the basicness. Then, of 
course, the male version of this had to targeted with 
more of the kind. 

 
And to conclude, the last market was targeted; “The 
loyal Riccardo Tisci follower who is still going to buy his 
dresses” 

In conclusion, the debut tried to follow many marketing 
segments as if not obvious. I believe that 20% of the 
brand is still there, where it pleases the loyal british 
woman. Apart from that, the rest of the collection was 
difficult to understand and I do not approve of brands 
that try to please many different people. Focusing in a 
specific segment is a good strategy.  
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Travel 

    

 

From the movie “City of God”, the 2014 World Cup 

to the 2016 Olympics, Rio de Janeiro has created 
quite an exotic appeal to newcomers who tourist 
around, making Rio one of the top destinations in the 
world. From the top of Christ the Redeemer to the 
end of its beautiful beaches, Rio de Janeiro culture is 
richly unique. Alongside this, because of the diverse 
leisure choices, it’s kind of hard not to find something 
to do of your own interest, as there is always 
something for everyone! 

If your idea of leisure time includes lying around all 
day, then the beaches is the place for you. With some 
of the most breathtaking beaches in the world on its 
popular median strip, Copacabana and Ipanema 
beaches are just what you need for your time here. 

 

Just a reminder: you might want to bring some extra 
money with you, especially if you enjoying snacking 
while tanning, because the aroma of the food 
vendors on the beach and the tents set on beaches 
might just be enough for your stomach to start 
rumbling. Some of these delicious and typical 
Brazilian snacks that are sold by the beach vendors 
include cheese on a stick (which can be toasted if you 
desire), Golobo Biscoitos (traditional Brazilian puffed 
chips) and a variety of beverages. If none of these 
interest you, the food tents always sell all different 
sorts of foods that’ll suit what food you want based 
on your mood, and while you’re at it- try a caipirinha, 
one of Brazil’s most recognized drinks, or an açaí 
juice if you’re underage. 

 

 

For you,  nature loving  people out there, Jardim 
Botânico will fit your desires perfectly, especially if 
you’re looking for a place of tranquility to relax to. This 
colorful botanical garden holds more than eight 
thousand species of trees, along with extravagant 
flowers that are ever so beautiful. Jardim Botânico also 
holds a greenhouse with a number of different species 
of orchids and other botanical plants. 

 
Another destination for you to visit is the Tijuca National 
Park, which holds a series of wildlife and luxurious 
plants. Along that, you can also see one of Brazil’s most 
famous monuments: Christ the Redeemer, which could 
be your indicator for your next stop. 
 
If you’re an art lover on the look for what to do in Rio, 
then The museum of modern art is just what you’ve 
been searching for. This museum is not only close to 
the center, but it allows you to get a taste of Brazil’s 
contemporary art, with pieces made by famous 
Brazilian artists and unforgettable exhibitions. 

 

  

Drill through Brazil: Rio de Janeiro By: 

Naysa Yazmin Lawson Y13 
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And of course, there’s Christ the Redeemer. How can 
one visit Rio de Janeiro and not visit Christ the 
Redeemer? No one, that’s who. This iconic statue is 
a symbol recognized by all Brazilians in Rio as 
keeping watchful eye on the people. Not only does 
making your way to the top of the mountain the 
monument’s tands on make your destination 
memorable, but the incredible outstanding view from 
it, is worth the whole journey for a unique experience. 
 
And if that’s not enough for you, then try a ride on 
the cable car to the top of Pão de Açucar (it’s a 
mountain) with a quite breathtaking view of all of 
Rio, and that’s just the cherry on top of a 
remarkable time in Rio. 
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Riyadh, Saudi Arabia by:  Laura Schwarz Y12 
    

 

Quick facts about Saudi Arabia 

1. The national language of Saudi Arabia is Arabic. 

2. Globally, it is the largest producer of petroleum 
(mineral oil). 

3. The surface of Saudi Arabia (2.15 million km2) is 
about half of the EU, but its population with 33 
million inhabitants is only 6.5% of the EU. 

4. It is the largest country in the world without a 
permanent river. 

5. The currency is the Saudi Riyal. 

6. It is an absolute monarchy, which is the last 
significant monarchy in the world. 

7. The actual state has been ruled by the Al Saud 
family since its foundation in 1932. 

8. The current King is Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud. 

 

Quick facts about ar-Riyadh 

- It is the capital city of Saudi Arabia. 

- Has a population of about 6.6 million. 

- The total inhabited area is more than 1700 
km2. It can be compared to the urban zone of 
the metropolitan area of Barcelona. 

- The city is located in the centre of the Arabian 
Peninsula in the middle of the Najd desert. 

 

 

 
Weather 
Since Riyadh is located in and surrounded by the Najd 
desert the summer temperature tends to be extremely 
hot, in contrast to Barcelona where the weather is very 
dry rather than humid. However, during the months of 
December to February it is quite cold, especially during 
winter nights. Temperatures are extreme during 
summer and winter. Surprisingly, during my time in 
Riyadh I have experienced rainstorms and hailstorms, 
which tend to be very strong causing floods and can last 
many hours, in addition, mostly in spring there are 
frequently sandstorms in which the roads become 
extremely dangerous since the drivers cannot see 
ahead. At the start of a sandstorm, it is typical to see the 
sky changing colours to a light brown/orange, and from 
time to time I have seen small tornados (or “dust devils”) 
being formed. 
 
Haram & Halal 
Since Riyadh is the capital of Saudi Arabia, it is 
absolutely illegal to make, sell or drink alcohol. 
However, alcoholic drinks are served in parties of some 
embassies as they are considered foreign soil. There is 
also a strict rule in which pork is not allowed. Food can 
be classified as “Haram” or “Halal”. Haram foods are 
those that are forbidden, and are seen as dirty, such as 
alcohol, drugs, birds of prey and pork. Halal foods are 
those which are allowed, and for meat to be considered 
halal the animal should be butchered a specific way, 
must be cleaned and cut in a particular way. 
 
Places to visit/ what to do 
 

1. Nofa Resort 
It is a horse riding and golf resort, which includes a 
wildlife natural park that is home to over 700 animals in 
which most are classified as endangered or threatened 
species. The safari trip is an unforgettable experience. 
Nofa Resort also has activities such as mini golf, golf, 
go carting, horse riding and many others. 
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2. Ruins of Old Diriyah 

The ruins allow you to see and give you a feel of what 
the first capital of Saudi Arabia was like and how 
people lived; palaces, walls and houses, where some 
of them have been restored. 

 
 

3. Shopping malls 
Shopping malls are extremely common to go to, 
especially during weekends, it has a range of stores, 
restaurants and food courts. Some even have 
rollercoasters and supermarkets. 

However, in Riyadh there are no fitting rooms in 
stores but instead in the bathrooms, so clothes have 
to be bought before tried on. 

Islamic Traditions - Ramadan 

The holy month of Ramadan is typically celebrated 
during the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and 
lasts for 30 days. It is an annual celebration, however 
the exact date always changes, since it depends on 
the lunar year. During the 30 days Muslims are not 
allowed to drink or eat from dawn to sunset, this is 
known as fasting. At sunset a massive meal is 
prepared in which families and friends get together to 
eat and celebrate. The rest of the food which is not 
finished is usually given to charity. The month is not 
only about fasting, but also about praying more, 
giving more and respecting, in which swearing is not 
allowed. Young children also receive money or gifts 
as this is considered a very big celebration. 

 

 
Traditional foods 
As a cross roads of many cultures, Riyadh is one of the 
best cities to try foods. You can find a large range of 
spices and a wide amount of cuisines to try from. The 
national food is called “Kabsa”, which is a rice meal with 
meat, vegetables and a variety of spices. Nowadays, it 
is served on a plastic sheet and eaten with your hands. 
 

Another traditional food is Shawarma; similar to Kebabs 
in which the meat is cut in thin slices. The meat is 
typically lamb, but can also be turkey, chicken or beef. 
Once the meat is cut it is placed in a type of bread, 
usually laffa or pita bread. As well as adding vegetables 
and sauces to your taste. Humus is also very common 
in the Middle East. It is a dip, its key ingredients are 
mashed chickpeas or other types of beans, lemon juice, 
olive oil, garlic and salt. Although the recipe can vary in 
different places. 
 
Obviously don’t forget to try dates, since they are 
available in many different types and servings; some are 
plain, others are chocolate or caramel covered and 
some produce a sweet syrup when packed in plastic 
bags, keeping them moist and delightful. They can be 
fresh or dried, for different periods of times, some have 
been stored for years making them a delicacy. 
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School Life: Part 1 

    

 

How do you feel about your plans for after year 
13? 

  

 

We all approach decisions differently and it is 
important to recognise first your response to this 
question, some of us are ready and have a clear plan, 
others have some or no ideas and a few of us want 
to bury our head in the sand and hope the decision 
doesn´t have to be made. 

 

A great quote if you identify with the last 2 images 
in particular is: 

 

 

 

 

 

Start by asking yourself the question –  

´If you knew you couldn´t fail what would 
you do?’ 

 

If you have a plan or don´t have a plan, don´t panic, BSB 
has a plan to support you. 1-1 appointments are 
available with Mrs Burns Mon-Fri, book in the diary in 
the University corner in the HUB. 

The top 10 university destinations for international 
school leavers, 2018 were- 

 

©ISCRESEARCH12018 Higher Education Pathways Report 
from K12 English medium International Schools. 

 

Also, take this brilliant quiz if you are still feeling 
uncertain. Are you a Polar Bear or an Owl? 

Discover your strengths and what makes you tick in less 
than 5 minutes….  

https://icould.com/buzz-quiz/ 

 
 

 

Advice to all Nexus students By: Ms. Burns, 

career’s advisor 
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School Life: Part 2 

    

Feed Barcelona NGO By:  Santiago de Esteban 

Y12 

 
 

   

“Charity is not just about giving a 
donation. It is about making a 

change.” - Kathy Calvin 
 

My name is Santiago de Esteban, I’m a year 12 

student at the British School of Barcelona completing 
the IB Diploma. “FeedBarcelona” is an initiative that I 
started alongside my older brother Pablo and two 
friends.  The story behind this initiative is the 
following. One day, my brother and I thought that we 
wanted to help as many people as possible and 
realized that the place to start it was at our home city, 
Barcelona. We have always been very fond of 
participating in any types of volunteering, so when we 
thought about creating our own way of helping, we 
didn’t doubt it for a second. For that reason, we 
founded “FeedBarcelona”.   
 
Our mission with FeedBarcelona is not only to 
organize outings in which we give food to the poor. 
Our global mission is to raise awareness to everyone, 
especially the youth, so that they understand that 
there are people, closer to you than what you might 
think, living in extreme poverty, and that it’s our duty 
to help them get out of the situation. Our mission is 
to make people be grateful for what they have, to 
make them understand that we are the most 
privileged children in the world. And that we have 
these privileges out of pure luck, because it could’ve 
been us living in that situation, where you have to find 
ways day by day, to find food.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We want to make people empathize with these them, 
because if we were them, we would want the privileged 
to help us. And that is why my friends and I founded 
Feed Barcelona, so that no one feels like the world is 
neglecting them, and to let them know that we will do 
everything in our hands so that they can eat every single 
day. This is why I included the quote at the beginning of 
the article, because our .  goal is not only to give 
donations or to do minor activities, our goal is to create 
a change in people’s mindsets so they value everything 
they have, from the food they eat to the pen they write 
with in school, and doing so by feeding people, is a great 
cause. I encourage you to participate in all events and 
outings that we will organize alongside BSB along the 
year, to experience the joy of helping people. 
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Breast Cancer Fundraising By:  Anna Sianchuk & 

Olivia Walsh Y12 

    

 

Olivia Walsh 
In the future, I would like to study biomedical sciences 
in university, and possibly go on to research diseases 
and possible cures for them, as well as carrying out 
the research necessary for medical advancements. A 
lot of people are affected negatively by cancer 
worldwide, yet a cure for cancer is a fantasy in today's 
society. I want to change that, and help make a cure 
for cancer a reality. Whilst I was looking at 
organisations that worked to change the way we view 
cancer, I came across GEICAM. I liked what they 
stood for, I agreed with their projects and aims for the 
future, and I wanted to help them. I called them and 
asked them for more information about their 
organisation, and during that call, I ended up with the 
desire to aid them in the achievement of their goals.  
 
We decided, during that same call, that we could 
organise a fundraising event in our school, and give 
them the proceeds so that they can fund the clinical 
research that the government will not always help 
them carry out. Hence the pink out day. Pink is the 
colour for breast cancer awareness, and it only 
seemed suitable to have a fundraising event themed 
around what we were trying to accomplish with the 
funds that we raise. Regular non-school uniform days 
are unoriginal and easy, which is why I wanted to add 
a bit of a twist and a challenge: have as many people 
as possible wearing pink. I also got to making pink 
ribbons out of ribbon and safety pins with Anna, and 
selling them to help increase funds, selling them for 
1 and 2 euros each, and many people had their 
ribbon become their item of pink. All the hard work we 
put into this project really paid off, and we have raised 
more money than we could imagine to help GEICAM 
and their good cause. We would also like to thank 
everybody who participated in this project and helped 
make it as successful as it was. 

 

Anna Sianchuk 
There are two main reasons why I wanted to do this 
project; I want to study medicine in the future and 
specialise in paediatrics or anaesthesia and I thought 
it would be a fun thing to work on in my free time with 
my friends. I hope that with this medicinal charity event 
it will help us stand out more in our university 
applications from other students. We came across the 
organisation GEICAM which has a main centre in 
Madrid but they have hospitals all over Spain. When 
we did further research on GEICAM we found out they 
are trying to find alternative hormone treatments for 
breast cancer or a less toxic treatment and aim to have 
the chance of survival above the current figure: 80%.  
 
After making some calls and emailing them we decided 
to set up a fundraising event in out school where we 
would sell the ribbons we made and collect money from 
the non-school uniform. To make it more fun for the 
younger children, we decided to call the day PINK 
OUT, during this day we decided people had to wear 
at least one item of visible pink due to pink being the 
international colour for breast cancer awareness. In 
primary especially, some children came in full pink and 
it was heartwarming how much they cared. We made 
two types of pins, some thin light pink ones that we sold 
for 1 euro and then some hot pink bigger ones that we 
sold for 2 euros. We are very happy with the results of 
this charity event, we have raised at least 1700 euros 
for GEICAM. It was very fun spending our afternoons 
making pins and attending assemblies with primary 
and secondary sharing the information. One of the best 
experiences was GEICAM sending over one of their 
employees to teach other students what their 
organisation did. Finally, we hope we can turn this into 
an annual event the school does and become official 
partners with GEICAM. 
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International Mindedness 
    

     

 

Hi! My name is Aliya, i’m 16 and live in Barcelona. 

Although I was born in Barcelona, I’m not just 
Spanish and Catalan. My mum was born in London 
and my dad in Casablanca, Morocco. However, I also 
consider myself as Indian due to my family’s roots 
and origin.  

My experience so far about living in Spain has been 
fantastic. Just like me, it’s an international country 
and I’m constantly meeting people who are from 
different parts of the world. I think that many people 
are close minded here, especially about the color of 
my skin. Not having a white skin color and living in 
the city centre was at times, tough as people 
considered me as different and therefore, to a certain 
extent, unapproachable.  

I love Spain, and I think it’s habitants are learning to 
be open therefore I think this process should just 
continue. When I was little, racism was a problem at 
my school. I had a few rough experiences where, due 
to some children who weren’t taught that being 
different is okay, I wasn’t treated the way I would’ve 
preferred. There was name calling and stereotypes, 
however over the years, those children have grown 
to learn that having a different color skin tone or a 
different origin is okay, which made them change 
their opinion and apologise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi, I'm Tara and I'm from Iran's capital, Tehran. You 

may not know where this country is but in case you 
don't, it's located in the middle east. 
 
Honestly, iranian and spanish culture are very similar. 
For example they socialize on the streets, they are so 
kind to each other... So my experience didn't differ from 
one place to another, yet I'm very happy here due to 
the more open environment here and the nice weather. 
 
I wasn't technically raised in Spain but I've been living 
here for 2 years now and it was very easy for me to 
adapt to Spain as the people are basically the same 
despite the language difference. 
 

Overall, I don't think there are massive arguments to 
make integration easier for migrants but there are a 
few things that could change. For example, to be 
more welcoming and have a bit more interest and 
open mind towards foreigners. I'm not saying people 
are not this way, in fact the large majority of people 
have been very welcoming and have cared to know 
me better, but I feel like some people should open 
their minds a bit more towards non-Spanish people. 
 
 

 

International speech By: Aliya Chugani & 

Tara Mamodoohi Y12 
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For those of you who do not know, I have lived in 

Riyadh, the capital of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA) for four years from 2014-2018, and I want to 
share some of my experiences living there. As the 
Kingdom is not a tourist country and is not easy to 
visit, many people may have a negative or 
stereotypical view of the country. 

School Life 

School Life for children of expatriates is pretty similar 
as in their home countries, as there are British, 
American, French and German schools for 
international students as well as Saudi schools for 
national students. There is nothing really remarkable 
of my day to day experience at school in Riyadh is 
(except the bus journeys in which most of the time we 
saw camels and the occasional sand storms), like 
any other school. However, something that I 
personally really enjoyed were ISSLR (International 
School Sports League of Riyadh) competitions in 
which international schools in Riyadh compete in a 
variety of sports, representing their school. I also 
loved the experience of the adventurous journey for 
the Duke of Edinburgh award, which took place in 
Thumamah National Park, which was an 
unforgettable experience in the desert surrounded by 
wildlife and experiencing the freezing cold desert 
during the nights. 

Language 

In most businesses English is the main language, 
however it also depends on the company. Arabic is 
the main language however, English is spoken in 
most hospitals, restaurants, schools and shops and 
is compulsory for students in Saudi schools to learn 
it as a second language. There are people from all 
around the world living and working in Riyadh so 
many languages are spoken. 

Prayer times 

Muslims perform prayers five times a day. Before the 
prayer starts, from every mosque (supported by load-
speakers), the muezzin calls for prayer. In every town 
or urban area, there are enough mosques, as no 
believer should miss prayer time. Even for non-
Muslim people, knowing the prayer times is important 
as work may stop, shops close and restaurants will 
not serve during this time. 

 

 
Compound Life 
 
In Riyadh most western foreigners live in compounds, 
these are townships of villas, which are surrounded by 
gates and security. Most of them have 
sport/recreational centres, swimming pools, coffee 
shops, bowling alleys, etc. Some compounds also offer 
free bus trips, whether it is for schools, shopping malls 
and supermarkets. The bus services are scheduled 
and will bring you back to the compound, dropping you 
of at your front door of your house. Residents in a 
compound have an ID card to be able to get through 
security, the card must be shown at the gate. Some 
compounds may be for people working in certain 
companies or nationalities. Another option is renting 
private villas or apartments, outside of compounds. 

 
 
 

Dress code 
 
I have had the opportunity to experience a different 
culture filled with many traditions. Firstly, women wear 
an abaya. It is a long full-length garment, usually black 
or dark coloured and must be worn by women when 
going out, in special events, such as weddings, 
coloured abayas are worn. All women must wear 
abayas even tourists or foreigners, however Saudi 
women cover their hair (hijab), and some cover their 
face with a specific black scarf (niqab) whereas 
nowadays, western women do not have to cover their 
hair, except when visiting historical sites or certain 
museums. Personally, I think Saudi women look quite 
stylish and there are millions of different styles to 
choose from, they vary from; plain, spotted, lined, 
laced and floral. Although at the beginning some might 
not like wearing an abaya, there are many advantages; 
for example, when leaving home, you don’t have to 
worry about your style and some women even wear 
pyjamas under their abayas when going to shopping 
malls. You are not required to wear an abaya in the 
airport and in compounds, where there is western 
dress code. 
 
 
 
 

 

International speech By: Laura Schwarz Y12 
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Interviews 

    

Breaking the ice  
If you had to describe yourself in three words 
what would those be?  
I think there would be different answers from different 
people, I think my wife would use certain words, my 
children would use different words, friends... Probably 
the word that would be common is ‘courageous’, I tend 
to live my life trying things, taking risks and generally 
being brave enough to have a go at things. I like to think I 
am ‘creative’, I'm a mathematician but I do think there are 
strong links between the sciences, mathematics and the 
creative curriculum and I think it is something very 
important and I love being creative myself. And lastly, I 
would use the word the word ‘determined’ but my wife 
would probably use the word ‘stubborn’, when I decide 
I'm going to do something I do everything in my power to 
do it, so ‘courageous, creative and determined’. Does that 
make sense?  
Yes, thank you.  
  

Work related  
What attracted you to the world of 
education?  
My father and mother both worked in schools; my dad 
was a headteacher and my mum was a TA (Teaching 
assistant), she did an Art degree and was an artist, but she 
ended up working in a school because she loved working 
with children. I was convinced I was not going to be a 
teacher because I'd seen the hard side of teaching and the 
less glamourous part, I suppose. In truth, I went to 
Cambridge University to play rugby and the simplest 
course to get on was the teaching training course so I did 
that because I got a full grant and I could get into the 
course and in my teaching practices, I loved it; I loved the 
interaction with the students, building relationships and 
the raw energy students have and the way they have their 
whole life ahead of them and they're not cynical and 
jaded as some adults can become. It worked! 
I realized how fantastic a career it could be so, when I 
finished my qualification, I applied for a job which allowed 
me to still play some rugby and work with children in the 
school and I loved it – I've never looked back – I never 
would've liked doing anything else.  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

What is your favourite thing about being a 
headmaster?  
The worst part is not having the quick gratification that you 
get when you teach a fantastic lesson – when you come out 
of the lesson and it's gone well, the students have just been 
buzzing, you've got into that moment and everyone's had a 
great time – that's a fantastic feeling. As a headteacher, 
unless you teach some lessons, you don't really get that 
quick satisfaction; it's quite a deffered gratification, 
everything you do, tends to be with a long-term focus. The 
best parts are moments when you realize what a fantastic 
school you work in and how in some way you have helped 
shape that. I've not really felt that yet in the BSB because I 
can't claim any credit for the great thing that have 
happened here at the moment although I was incredibly 
proud of how the students took part in the recent Global 
Heads Conference so, I was very proud to be able to sit 
there and think that I'm the principal of the BSB. However, 
there was also a bitter-sweetness because I knew it was not 
my credit, to be honest. However, maybe in a years' time, if  
some things that I feel I have contributed towards start 
coming to flourish and have some of those times, It might 
be graduation at the end of the year, it might be the piece 
of drama that happens next year, it might be a concert that 
happens next year, it might be the team playing on our 
sports pitches which are being built. So, it's when some of 
those things I've influenced are leading to great learning or 
great performance that I will be the proudest.  
 

What drove you to become a headmaster?  
-laughs- Whenever I've had a role, I've tended to take the 
lead for example, playing rugby, I've tended to captain the 
team, because I felt like I had the skills that could help 
influence the team and lead the team to achieve better and 
quite quickly in my career I became the head of IT, then a 
head of year, then an assistant head, then a deputy head 
and then a head teacher, so this is actually my second 
headship. I always got to a point where I felt I needed more 
influence because maybe – a bit arrogantly – I thought I 
knew better than the person taking the decisions and that 
sounds wrong but I certainly wanted to have the 
opportunity to influence things at the next level so I think 
that throughout my career, I got to that point where I 
wanted more influence and the only way I could do this was 
by being courageous and going for it and applying for a job 
and then accepting the responsibility that that brings as 
well. 
 

 

Interview with the Headmaster, Jon Locke 
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I think I didn't start my career wanting to be a 
headteacher, I started my teaching career loving teaching 
and inclemently through my career, I've wanted to have 
more influence and that's led to promotion which has 
ultimately led to headship.   

 
School related  
What was your first impression of the 
school?  
I came around this time last year, as the interview process 
took place at the end of October in 2017. It was a 
beautiful, sunny day like this, students were wearing 
shorts and shirts that were untucked, trainers and I came 
from a very formal school in the UK and so that 
informality struck me, but I quite liked it. I was really 
impressed by the confidence of the students, the way 
they could look adults in the eye and talk to them and that 
is something I came away thinking, that's very positive. I 
didn't have a lot of time in the school because I was in and 
out of it for interviews, but I observed two lessons and I 
was very impressed with the relationships between the 
staff and the students. So, student confidence and the 
relationships between staff and students are the things 
that that I took away and thought – they're fantastic. We 
can certainly build on that.  
  

What is your vision for BSB?   
I want to jointly develop the vision of the school this year. 
So, I want to join with students, parents, and staff to 
create a shared vision. What I don't want to do is say: This 
is what it looks like and people feel it's another 
headteacher whose coming, the fourth in five years, 
pulling things in a different direction and people not 
buying into that, whether it's students, whether it's 
parents, whether it's staff. Instead, I want to go through a 
process of working with all the stakeholders to work out 
what we want from the school. What I'm clear about is 
that we've got to prepare students for a world that we as 
teachers don't really understand. If we do, if we look to 
any the future thinking analysis it explains and describes 
a future in 2030 where there won't be any phones, 
everything will be integrated completely to your body or 
imbedded in your brain or into your arm. We will be 
wearing clothes that are interactive. We will be doing 
things in a way that we just don't understand. As a result, 
the jobs, the careers, the skills that are required are 
different so, what we must do; the real vision for the 
school is to have a school that provides students with the 
skills and the opportunities to cope in that future world 
and to thrive in that future world and to make the most 
out of that future world.  
  
 
  

 

Any tips you would like to give to sixth 
formers?  
Were you in the celebration assembly when I spoke?  
Yes  
That speech by Theodore Roosevelt that Nelson Mandela 
gave. I've always lived my life with those principals. 
Understanding that learning is a life-long journey that you 
will learn through experiences, making mistakes and 
picking yourself up and reflection on those mistakes and 
having another go and having another and having another 
go is vital. My tips for the Sixth formers are embracing that, 
throwing themselves into the arena and not being amongst 
those dark and timid souls who sit on the sideline and don't 
experience things. So, if you've got a dream, you want to 
become a fashion photographer, you go for it. The worst 
thing that can happen is you achieve your dreams. If you 
don't try, if you don't give yourself the opportunities, no 
one else is going to so it is exactly that, have a go, don't sit 
on the side line and complain about it later. Put yourself in 
the middle, be courageous, you will make mistakes, you'll 
feel pain, you will be rejected, that's normal. But you will be 
a stronger person for it.   
 

What did you think of engagement of 
students in Global Heads Conference on the 
10th of October?  
I was incredibly proud of BSB students, from the year 6 
students upwards, there was confidence, there was 
passion, there was intellect demonstrated. I was 
appreciative of our students as we had over 100 visitors and 
there were so many of them coming up to me and saying 
how wonderful our students were. It was Mr. Petrie and 
Ms. Bell's idea to push student leadership forward to make 
that our focus and they were absolutely right, the students 
rose to the challenge and demonstrated the best of BSB, I 
would say, so, I was really, really impressed.  
 

Personal related  
What do you miss most about the UK?  
I think that at the moment, it's Rugby. Although my son's 
joined Sant Boi rugby club and it's good, it's not the same 
as playing in his own rugby club where he was a member 
when he was two weeks old. The same one where I started 
playing when I was 7 years old. So, I think I miss Rugby in 
the UK and being able to enjoy the UK rugby international 
tour. That's probably what I miss most. 
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What other places have you lived in?  
I've not lived in many places. I’ve lived in Cardiff in Wales 
and Cambridge. I've also lived in St. Albans and most 
recently Bishop Stortford in the UK. However, 
predominately through my rugby, I've travelled a lot and 
have a lot of experiences where I've been in a country for 
about a month while on tour. I've been to New Zealand, 
Canada, I've been to South Africa, Kenya, Texas in 
America, Holland, Germany, France, Italy. I've never been 
on rugby tour in Spain. So, I have been to a lot of places, 
over the years, it’s obviously different while on tour 
because you're trying and playing but you do a little sight-
seeing. But you're predominately there to play your sport. 
I think it's given me the opportunity to look at different 
places and enjoy cultural diversity. My wife's French so 
we've spent a lot of time there in France either in 
Carcassonne where her aunt lives or in Clement, France 
where her parents live. I love going to France as well.  
  

What your favorite thing about Spain or 
Barcelona itself?  
-sighs- So much, there's so much. The weather is fantastic. 
I listened to the radio this morning and in the UK today it 
is raining and it's snowy in the mountains and I work up 
here and there was a chill in the air, but it was beautiful 
clear blue sky. Tonight, when I get home, I will go for a run 
with my dog and it will be fantastic, beautiful. It’s mainly, 
the climate, the location, the sea and the mountains, the 
culture; My mum was visiting this weekend and we took 
her into Barcelona on Saturday and it's a beautiful city to 
walk around. We were in the Born area and it was 
beautiful, she loved the shops and the cultural history. We 
went to the cultural Centre with some of the old buildings 
that were burnt down in the 18th Century. The culture 
here, is something that is interesting. And I didn't even 
mention the food and drinks, they are really good as well. 
Too good probably!  
   

What's the most rebellious thing you have 
done when you were a kid?  
I remember that we had to wear ties, which were wide, 
kipper ties. That was the school uniform. And I remember 
when I reached year 11, I started wearing my tie around 
the other way, so I would wear the thin strip as the front 
and the high at the back bit and that was my little bit of 
rebellion in the school to show that... Though I still went 
to all my lessons and did all my homework and worked 
hard. That was my little kind of rebellion showing that I 
was a bit different. Also, I remember at the end of year 
11, before I went onto the sixth form, I thought I would 
dye my hair and I used some household  

 
 

 
bleach to dye it and all my skin started peeling off my scalp. 
So, I haven't messed around with anything like that again. 
That was probably as bad as it got, I'm afraid.  
 

Tell us about your favorite teenager memory  
-sighs- I think it's probably – I've had a lot of clichéd 
memories with rugby matches, where we won in the faith 
of adversity and we turned things around. And I think that's 
a given. But I love music as well so, I remember going to my 
first concert without any adults, with two of my friends and 
we went into London by ourselves, I was probably about 15 
years old. We went to the Hammersmith Odeon. Where we 
watched a band called Depeche Mode who were my 
favourite band and I knew every word of every song and I 
spent the whole gig standing up, dancing and singing. I still 
remember it. Up until now, when I put their music on, my 
children still complain about how badly and loudly I sing but 
I can't stop myself from singing. If you played a song now, I 
would have to join in. It's a fantastic memory that makes 
me have goose bumps now when I think about it. That's 
why even if you're an artist or if you're a music or a sports 
person, the engagement that those activities provide, the 
way they can engage you, the way they can catch your 
imagination is priceless. That's why, in this future school, at 
BSB we must have lots of enriching activities for young 
people, so they can explore their artistic side or their 
creative side or their sporting side and that's a really 
important aspect of an education.  
 

What is your favorite TV show & music 
group?  
At the moment, as we've got limited Spanish, we're 
watching the box sets of ‘Friends’ and which my wife loves. 
I also loved ‘Breaking Bad’, I loved ‘Dexter’, I loved some of 
those series, but it's got to be ‘The Office’, actually. Have 
you heard about The Office?  
I haven't  
It was a series which was a mock documentary about an 
office and it was a comedy, produced in the UK. It's by a guy 
who's a comedian called Ricky Gervais and it still, when I 
watch it makes me cringe and cry, I love it, it's fantastic. 
There's one episode where he kind of comes to peer 
pressure, this guy the main character and does a terrible 
dance in front of everyone. I think I might play that for an 
assembly and show how bad it is, but ‘The Office’ is 
probably my favourite TV Show.  
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What are your hobbies?  
I cycle, I've got three bikes. I enjoy road cycling and 
keeping fit generally, so I run and workout, and go out on 
my bikes. I haven't got a mountain bike but I'm finding 
that everything here in Spain is steep, so I think I might 
buy a mountain bike and then start mountain biking. 
That's probably what I spend in my discretionary time 
doing if it's not with my children and my wife, we enjoy 
going for walks with the dog, we can walk out of our front 
door and we're in the Garraf national park so, we can just 
walk up a mountain and look at the views of Barcelona 
and it's spectacular.  
It is  
This time of year especially. I really enjoy doing that, as 
well.  
  

 

 

Anything else you’d like to add?  
I'm going to learn to speak Spanish. I don't yet, I'm having 
some lessons and I'm trying to make a progress by myself, 
through practice. My grammar is terrible, my accent is 
terrible, but I understand how important it is because I 
value building relationships with people, students, parents 
and that would be so much easier if I could speak the 
language. I speak reasonable German and good French but 
I don't speak much Spanish yet I really want to learn.  
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Interview with the scholars 
    

Andrea Flores Y12 
How was your overall experience? 
The opportunity was all in all amazing, as it gave us 
the chance to understand how an application process 
works, preparing us for future university or job 
applications. Personally, I would have made the 
process of preparing a presentation, delivering it and 
going through an interview obligatory, as it made me 
put my life into perspective and evaluate whether I 
had achieved some of the goals I used to have in 
mind when I was younger.   
 

Did you benefit from the process? 
I definitely did, not only because of the skills I 
acquired, which will hopefully make future 
applications stronger, but also because I learnt new 
things both about my peers, and their aspirations, 
and about research areas I had never really heard 
about. The presentations encouraged the applicants 
to demonstrate their eagerness to discover new 
things about their interests, share their passion with 
all of us, and perhaps even attract the attention of 
some into their topic area of choice.  
 

Why did you apply? 
Once the scholarship was offered and presented to 
us, I immediately knew I would be applying. The 
economic help was undoubtedly one of the factors 
which pushed me to do it, but, perhaps against what 
many may think, it wasn't the most important one. I've 
been part of the BSB community since the young age 
of three, and having the chance of collaborating to 
improve our daily life excited me. Enthusiastic as 
ever, I thought about all of the projects I would be 
able to undertake, and that motivated me through a 
process which was, at times, demanding.  
 

What do you think made you special from 
the other contestants? 
Every applicant put major effort and thought into each 
part of the application, and I was very surprised with 
the level of maturity everyone showed. Having such 
a great incentive I believe really motivated us to be 
the best we could, and after all, that is what truly 
matters. Although I wasn't the one assessing the 
applications, I know, for sure, that the selection 
process was a challenging one.  
 

 

 

 

 
What were your thoughts when applying? 
It was a carousel, to be honest. I was nervous, excited, 
felt confident yet also pressurized, not by others, but 
by myself. Sometimes I place standards and 
expectations which are too aspirational and require a 
lot of hard work in order to be achieved, so feeling 
stressed, I suppose, is understandable. However, even 
though the whole process was treated with great 
formality, everyone tried to make me feel as 
comfortable as possible, which did help, especially 
during the interview.  
 

What do you see yourself doing in 10 
years? 
10 years is a long time from now, but I can envision 
myself in an law firm's office with views to Midtown 
Manhattan, talking with clients and doing one of the 
things I love the most - debating. I could also see me 
working in a consulting company, flying from country to 
country, discovering new cultures as I carry out my job 
as a legal or financial advisor.   
 

What was your presentation about? 
My presentation was about contrasts, in the areas of 
food, water, technology and recycling. I discussed, 
briefly, how society is currently divided in every aspect 
of life, and how, once that line is crossed, people tend 
to forget about what is left behind. More than an 
informative presentation, it was a 'reflecting' one, as my 
intention was to remind people, and myself, of the 
reality outside the bubble we live in.   

 
How would you like to contribute to a better 
world when an adult? 
In any possible way, whether small scale or large 
scale, all efforts are rewarded, so if that effort is 
directed to improving other's lives, these will, to some 
extent, improve. I would like to become a more regular 
volunteer at "El Banco de Alimentos", an organization 
which fights against hunger, and once I start earning 
money, I will donate part of it to a charity, possibly 
UNICEF. Through my job as a lawyer too, I will 
hopefully have a positive impact on those who are 
around me, whether they are clients or other friends 
seeking help. As I said, contribution can come in any 
size or form. 
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Fredrick Carlson Y12 
How was your overall experience? 
Currently I have only enjoyed what the scholarship 
has required. Getting to work independently has 
been an especially fun aspect. 
 

Did you benefit from the process? 
The application process was challenging, but 
definitely did benefit me; it helped me realise many of 
my own pitfalls and put me under a lot of pressure, 
which you always learn something from, I think. It has 
also been fun to do! 
 

Why did you apply? 

Applying for the scholarship was an immediate 
decision for me. It was likely catalyzed by many of the 
people I met summer, who all desire and actively fight 
for a better world. With the scholarship, I could put 
myself closer to a place where I could do the same, 
and of course help inside my school. 

What do you think made you special from 
the other contestants? 

I think it was obvious this year that each applicant 
was distinct, everyone having their own strengths 
and weaknesses. I could guess what mine were, but 
I think the best answer you could get is from the two 
men who made the final decision. 

What were your thoughts when applying? 

There was a range! “Should have thought of that!” 
was a recurring one! Often, it was wondering what 
others would write, or do their presentations about. 
Wondered whether it was all in vain a few times too, 
especially during an attempt to make a certain group 
of students stand up! 

What do you see yourself doing in 10 
years? 

That is a hard question. Perhaps teaching. Maybe 
surfing! More likely though, I will be working within the 
state, a non-governmental organization, or a political 
party; to make the world a better place, for everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was your presentation about? 

My presentation was, on the surface, about how a 
lacking engagement in politics from you, the reader or 
the audience back then, allows someone else to 
decide your future for you or for all of them. Doesn’t 
sound very fair does it? The more implicit message I 
tried to get across was that if you speak up enough, 
your voice will be heard, regardless of anything. You. 
You can create change. 

How would you like to contribute to a better 
world when you’re an adult? 

Hopefully I’ll help in every way I find. My heart's desire 
is to help everyone, regardless of their beliefs, body, or 
what country they live in, feel that they are being 
listened to. 
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Do you own a 

business? 
We are considering a possibility to offer 

advertisements in the school magazine – would you 

be interested? 

 
To express your interest, please 

write to 

NEXTmagazine@bsb.edu.es  

 

Please note that any funds raised 

by advertisements will go towards 

Malayaka House Orphanage in 

Uganda. 
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